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FADE | N:
EXT. THE UNI VERSE -- NI GHT

Infinity. The majestic darkness of the universe. Flying
with incredi ble speed. Surrounded by gal axies...spiraling..
colliding. Through the fire of the Cygnus Loop and the

gol den, trailing snmoke of the Helix Nebul a.

Deeper. Into the star clouds of Mgellan...piercing the Eye
of the Hour dass. Then, searing through the blinding heat
of a supernova. On and on.

Suddenly, in the distance, a point of brilliant |ight becones
visible. It grows larger and larger. And as it grows, there
is singing. A choir of untold mllions is joined in

exul tation

EXT. THE MOUNTAI N OF GOD

Suspended in the universe is a burning nountain so huge that
the stars and gal axies are like fireflies swarm ng around

it.

Cl oser.

The singing is everywhere.

Brilliant light is comng fromthe sunmt. At the topis a
blinding Fire. Spires of white-hot flame streak out into

the universe like the points of a crown.

ANGLE ON BASE OF MOUNTAI N

At the foot of the nmountain, |ooking up toward the top, is

the nost beautiful creature ever seen. It's an angel clothed
in fiery rainbows. His hair sparkles with stars. In his
gol den eyes there is majesty, power, and love. Slowy, he
lifts his hands. In themis an offering. It is the incense
of the dawn, for he is LUCI FER, Son of the Mrning.
LUCI FER
(echoi nQ)

ALL PRAI SE TO GOD WHO SITS ON THE
M GHTY THRONE? ALL PRAI SE TO THE
HCOLY ONE

As the singing surrounds him he begins to clinb a path toward
the summt. Behind him the stars and gal axi es
follow. ..sweeping out like a shining river of eternity.

Hi gher and hi gher, the great angel clinbs, trailing rai nbows
and star clouds, his face filled wth ecstasy. But, halfway
up, he slows...then stops. He stares into a shining mrror-
i ke surface and sees hinself. He whispers in a beautiful
voi ce:



LUCI FER ( CONT' D)

(whi speri ng)
How beautiful I am More beautiful
and powerful than any living creature.
(beat)
Look at me, |'m Lucifer, Son of the
Morning. And | am as beautiful as

God.

He turns. Behind him sweeping away into the universe is
glory, his own amazing beauty mngling with the stars. But
they are not sinply stars. Every one is a singing angel.
Foll owi ng himare the hosts of Heaven on their way to the
Throne of God.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
See how the angels follow Listen
to their singing. Wy should they
worship Hm when they can worship
Me?

As he stares, his face begins to change. No longer is it
filled wwth love. Al that's left is ngjesty and power. He
lifts the burning offering in his hands and throws it toward
the starry hosts. Then, he cries out, singing to the

uni ver se

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
(si ngi ng)
By way of introduction
The m ghty Devil is ny nanme
|"mthe God you shoul d worship
Tenptation, magic are ny gane...

He preens before the gathered hosts.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
Thi s beautiful angel you see
Don't you sinply adore ne?
No God ever could conpare
Conme after or before ne
| will be God's equal
There will be no sequel
| should be the one in control
| want Heaven's heart
| want Heaven's sou

He waves his hands. As the fiery offering sweeps out over
the angels, it changes into sparkling rain and glistening
rai nbows. Color and light alnost fill the universe.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
So, angels bow and worship ne
Behi nd these heavenly doors
There's beauty, pleasures and
treasures
The whol e universe is yours..



As the rainbows swirl they becone the gigantic face of
Lucifer. 1It's so huge and amazing it could al nost be the
Face of God. A third of the angels are dazzled by it. The
rain settles in their eyes. But the others are horrified.
They streak away.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
You wi || have your boundl ess freedom
As God tried to enslave you
| will give you power and glory
That w npy God never gave you.
| wll be God's equal
There will be no sequel
| should be the one in control
"Il rule Heaven's heart
"Il rule Heaven's soul.

Luci fer waves his hands again. The lovely rain that has
fallen into the angel's eyes begins to burn like the fires
of hell. Their faces becone |ike his.

Suddenly, there is a terrifying roar. Streaks of fire |l ash
outward fromthe summt. Lucifer turns and | ooks up. At

t he pinnacle of the Muntain, seated on a throne circled

wi th rai nbows above a crystal sea, is PERSON who is the Source
of all Light. H's face is not visible for the brightness of
H s Being. FromH mcones a great, soft voice filled with
infinite sorrow

PERSON OF LI GHT
HOW YOU HAVE FALLEN, OH LUCI FER, SON
OF THE MORNI NG  YOU WERE FULL OF
W SDOM AND PERFECT | N BEAUTY. BUT
YOUR PERFECTI ON HAS BEEN DESTROYED
BY PRI DE

Suddenly, a creature of light steps out from beneath the
throne. In his hands is a dazzling sword. This is M CHAEL
THE ARCHANGEL. Slowly, he descends toward Lucifer

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL
(si ngi ng)
You're a tainted angel, Lucifer
You're a liar and a fraud
Not hi ng but a jeal ous foe
Who do you think, you' re God?

You're the eneny of Heaven

W will throw and cast you down
Only God the Father

s the One who wears the crown

God is a Life-giver
Fromevil He'll deliver
God's the One in contro
God rul es Heaven's heart
God rul es Heaven's soul ..



Lucifer stares up at himmal evol ently.

LUCI FER
| ' ve expected you, M chael
Trying to stand up for God
You're a warrior for the Lord
This is no place for you to trod

The cl oser the archangel fromthe throne conmes toward him
the nore the beauty of Lucifer is changed. The rai nbows
vani sh.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
Rei gning with God's gol den rod
| will sit on heaven's throne
Like God I'lIl rule the heavenlies
And Heaven | will own.
"Il be Iike the Holy One
| won't be second to none
| should be the one in control
| want Heaven's heart
| want Heaven's soul ..

MIlions of star creatures raise their fists in exultation
to Lucifer. New singing begins -- dark and powerful:

THE DEMONS
Il rule, we'll rule
go to Satan's schoo
are the denons who attack
re Satan's special arny pack
Il rule, we'll rule
‘re the dermons on pat r ol
And Satan will rule your heart
He will rule your soul.

éé_%%%%

M chael points back toward the throne. Fromout of it blazes
t he purest Light.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL
God on high for He is the G eatest
Ki ng
Has created all planets, stars and
seas
Lit the whol e universe
Desi gned t he gal axi es

God will be our fortress

He will shield us fromfright
He sits high above you Devil
And the terror of the night

Truth and Iight are God's mark
Fromthe forces of the dark
God's the One in contro

And God will rule your heart
He will rule your soul.



In the light fromthe Throne swirl the gal axi es of the

uni verse. The angel s who have not fallen surround the Eternal
One. The fiery majesty fromthe Muntain grows |arger and

| ar ger.

M CHAEL AND THE ANGELS
God rules, God rules
Sitting at H' s footstools
W are the angel s who defend
From Heaven's arny we descend
God rules, God rules
We're the angels on patrol
And God will rule your heart
He will save your soul.

Lucifer stares upward in horror. H's face becones covered
with | eprous scales. His golden eyes begin to burn with

bri nstone and hatred. As M chael noves toward him |ightning
flashes out fromthe Throne, enpowering his sword. The Voice
of Eternal Gory thunders into the universe.

PERSON OF LIGHT (O S.)
NO LONGER ARE YOU LUCI FER, SON OF
THE MORNING | CALL YOU SATAN, ENEMY
OF HEAVEN. AND YOU ARE CAST DOWN.

M chael's sword sweeps over Satan and his hosts. Instantly,
there is a shriek froma mllion voices and the angel s begin
to fall. Down...down...through the universe.

EXT. THE UNI VERSE

As Satan streaks downward, his form changes into a dragon

with a tail of fire. As he and his burning hosts fall through
t he darkness, their shrieking continues. They becone burning
stars. But one star is greater than all the rest. Like a
giant asteroid, it races toward a shadowed planet. 1In the
star is the face of Satan. The planet is earth.

EXT. SHADOWED PLANET -- N GHT

When the ball of fire hits, the expl osion nushroons upward.
Burning waves ripple out. 1In the fire are the hideous faces
of the fallen angels. Wen the flanmes are gone, all is silent

and the earth is lost in darkness once nore.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
(si ngi ng)
In the begi nning God created
The heavens and the earth
Dar kness covered the face of the
deep
Empty, cold, with little worth

Let there be, let there be, and so

it was
( MORE)
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M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Let there be, let there be, and so
it was...

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. BLACK OCEAN -- N GHT

Bl ack, crashing waves. An endl ess chaos of raging water.
Then, a shimering |ight hovers over the deep.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
Wth the power of H's word
He created day and ni ght
And He said forevernore
Let there be light, and there was

light

Let there be, let there be, and so
it was

Let there be, let there be, and so
there was. ..

The ocean turns a stunning bl ue.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Less than seven days went by
Creating nountains, river, sky...

A MONTAGE OF CREATI ON BEG NS

The sky appears and then the land. On it springs up
vegetation...trees and plants of every kind. Over it all
glistens a canopy of golden m st bathed in the sun. Fish
leap fromthe waters. Birds fly. Animals walk through forest
gl ens.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Fi sh, birds, creatures of the | and
Cane from God' s awesone hand
Let there be, |let there be, and so
it was...
Let there be, |let there be, and so
it was...

EXT. TREES BESI DE WATERFALL -- DAY
Besi de a beautiful waterfall stand the first man and woman.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
God created man and wonan
Naned t hem Adam and Eve
He said don't eat forbidden fruit
And the garden you won't |eave
Let there be, let there be, and so
it was...



MONTAGE ENDS
EXT. GARDEN OF EDEN -- DAY

Eve is wal ki ng al one through the |ovely Garden of Eden.
Birds are singing. Mrning mst is drifting away. She is
exulting in the beauty and softness around her. Animals
approach. She | aughs and touches themlovingly. As she
wal ks, she picks a piece of fruit and eats it. Suddenly, a
soft, nusical voice calls out to her

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.)
Eve. .. Eve. .

She | ooks around, but doesn't see anyone. The voice calls
again, filled with gentle |aughter.

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O. S.) (CONT' D)
| ' m over here.

EVE
Wo is it? | can't see you. \Were
are you?

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.)
Keep wal ki ng...on through the trees.

Eve wal ks between soft, fur trees and energes into a clearing.
In the center is a solitary tree that's very different than
all the rest. It's beautiful, but the beauty is dark. |Its

| eaves and branches are | ost in shadows, softened by m st

that drips like tears.

Floating in the branches of the tree are the breathtaking
colors of the rainbow. Like northern lights in mniature,
they drift and swirl to the ground. Eve is in awe as she
wal ks up to it.

EVE
Oh, it's so |lovely.

The voi ce speaks to her fromdeep in the rainbows.

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O.S.)
So, you've found ne.

EVE
Who are you? 1've never talked to
you before. Are you naking the colors
in the tree?

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.)
| make all things beautiful. Have
you tasted its fruit?



The voi ce

Slowy, the rainbows congeal

tree appears a long, sleek, formwth exquisite,
Fromits shoul ders extend human arns.
are like a reptile.

pl unes.

EVE
No. The Creator has told us if we
touch it, we will die.

| aughs softy, nusically.

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O.S.)
Eve, you're beautiful, but you aren't
W se.

EVE
What do you nean?

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.)
Can you know |ight w thout know ng
dar kness? Can you know pl easure
wi t hout knowi ng pain. To know all
t hings you nust taste all things.
Truth neans not hi ng wi thout the
nmystery of I|ies.

EVE
| don't understand. Your words are
so strange.

nmol ded i nto one. Eve stares in wonder.

EVE ( CONT' D)
What are you? You're not |like the
other animals. Are you an angel ?

SATAN, THE SERPENT

Oh, |I'mmuch nore than an angel
And | can make you wise. The fruit
of this tree won't kill you. The

Creator knows that when you eat it
your eyes will be opened and you'l
be like Hm know ng good and evil.
Don't you want to be |ike God?

Wund in the branches of the

m st - covered
It's | egs

Its face is that of a man and a serpent

The creature reaches out and picks a piece of the fruit.

[t's soft

and covered with m st.

SATAN, THE SERPENT ( CONT' D)

Touch it. It won't hurt you.

He holds it out to her. Cautiously, she touches it with one

finger.

SATAN, THE SERPENT ( CONT' D)

(laughi ng softly)
Well, have you died?



EVE
No.

SATAN, THE SERPENT
So, He lied to you, then. Go ahead,
taste it. Don't be afraid. You'l
be powerful just like H m

Carefully, Eve takes a bite. The instant the fruit enters
her nmouth, a strange | ook cones into her eyes. Her innocence
i s gone.

SATAN, THE SERPENT ( CONT' D)
Now, quick, take some to your husband.

Taki ng another piece of fruit, Eve runs off into the forest.
As the serpent watches her go, he |aughs softly. The trees
around him becone filled with the faces of his evil host.

He begins to whisper-sing his song:

SATAN, THE SERPENT ( CONT' D)
(si ngi ng)
"Il razzle them
Bedazzl e t hem
Lure them under ny contro
And | will rule their hearts

| will rule their soul
| will rule their hearts
| will rule their soul...

EXT. TREES BESI DE WATERFALL -- DAY

Eve finds Adam beside the waterfall. Holding out the fruit,
she smles. He |looks at it...then, at her. Slowy, he takes
it fromher...and eats.

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.)
"1l cause confusion with illusion
They will fall into ny trap
They' Il think it's Heaven though
it's hel
They' Il be eating fromnmny | ap..

As Adam and Eve continue eating, a haunted | ook cones to
their eyes. Suddenly, the trees of the garden seemto be
filled wwth dark shadows. Evil eyes stare at them They
becone frightened. Eden is no longer a |lovely and safe pl ace.
Mst swirls in the air. Msterious faces appear that are
beautiful, but deeply evil. Sone are male and sone are
femal e, but none are hunman.

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O.S.) (CONT' D)

"Il play ny many gui ses
Wth ny voodoo hoodoo hex
Wth ny perfuned, luscious lips

( MORE)
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SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.) (CONT' D)
Enticing themw th sex...

The war is on

Let the battle begin

| will crush God's people
"Il break themw th sin...

The |l ovely, evil faces draw closer and closer to Adam and
Eve. The females around the man, the mal es around the woman.

SATAN, THE SERPENT (O S.) (CONT' D)
"1l drug themw th potions
Drown themw th w ne
They can't resist
"' mthe hippest hypnoti st

The evil angels hold out potions and gol den baubl es t hat
drift in the air. Adam and Eve are dazzled and conf used.
Above the trees, Satan appears like a kingly avatar, a
maj estic spirit in a white robe. In his cupped hands is
gol den |ight.

SATAN, THE SERPENT ( CONT' D)

| wll fake a saintly king
Bribing themw th shiny gold
They' Il fawn and foll ow ne

['ll have themin the devil's fold.

They' Il pay nme with their loyalty
And it will take its toll
| will rule their hearts
| will rule their soul.

Suddenly, Adam and Eve hear a deep, mmjestic Voice calling
to themthrough the trees.

PERSON OF LIGHT (O.S.)
Adam Adam where are you?

Instantly, the msty, beautiful visions of evil vani sh away.
Satan and his hordes disappear. Of through the trees Adam
and Eve see the Person of Light fromthe starry nountain.

The brilliance is so great that Hs face is not visible.

He's wal king toward them They are terrified. Adam whispers
to Eve:

ADAM
It's the Creator. We're naked. Run
and hi de.

They run off into the forest. The Person of Light calls out
W th great sorrow.

PERSON OF LI GHT
Adam Adam what have you done?
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He follows the man and woman into the trees.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. O.)
(si ngi ng)
Adam and Eve di sobeyed
Betrayed the human race
Turned away the one who | oved them
Didn't seek God's Holy Face

Tinme after tinme, tine after tine,
and so it was...
Tinme after tinme, tine after tine,
and so it was...

(suggested materi al

for lyrics)
Because of their disobedience, evil
and suffering and death cane into
the world. \When peopl e stopped
wor shi ppi ng the Creator, Satan becane
t heir god.

EXT. ANCI ENT H GH PLACE -- DAY

Snoke rises as a dancing crowd sacrifices to a huge idol
carved of stone. It's a gigantic serpent with dianond eyes
that glisten in the sun

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V.Q)
God made a promi se to destroy
Satan's evil, ugly plan
He chose the nation Israel
To give Light to every man

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
and so it was...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
and so it was...

EXT. PLAIN BELOW MI. SINAlI -- DAY

The nation of Israel is gathered beneath Mount Sinai. O ouds
and lightning surround the summt. Mses is holding up the
tablets of the Law

DI SSOCLVE TO
EXT. SOLOMON S TEMPLE -- DAY
A glistening tenple rises over the white city of Jerusal em

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
(suggested materi al
for lyrics)
In the city of Jerusalemthe Jews
built a tenple where sacrifices were
made to the Eternal Creator Cod.
( MORE)
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M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. O.) (CONT' D)
He had told themthat only the
sheddi ng of bl ood fromthe purest
animal s woul d pay the price for sin.

I NT. SOLOMON' S TEMPLE -- DAY

Inside the tenple, priests in robes watch as a sacrifice
burns on the altar.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. COURTYARD OF THE TEMPLE -- DAY

A cromd is gathered. They're putting up a serpent idol in
the courtyard of God's tenple. A priest is speaking to them
pl eading with them But, they won't listen. Wth angry
faces, they turn and throw stones at him

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
God spoke through priests and ki ngs
Wth warning prophecies
Still they di sobeyed God' s voice
And were brought down to their knees

Tinme after tine, tinme after tine,
and so it was...
Tinme after tine, tinme after tine,
and so it was...

MORPHI NG OF UNI FORMS

Conquer ors sweep through Jerusalem As they nove, their
uni forms change. First Assyrian, then, Babyl onian, then
Greek...and finally Roman.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Conquering arm es of Assyrians,
The Babyl oni ans, the G eek
Made them sl aves in the wi |l derness
And their world turned dark and
bl eak. ..

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
and so it was...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
and so it was...

Roman | egi ons slash their way into Jerusalem People scream
and run. The banners of Caesar fly over God's city.

MONTAGE ENDS
I NT. HEROD S THRONE ROOM -- DAY

On a luxurious throne | ounges a very fat man with a crown on
his head. His pudgy fingers are covered with gaudy rings.
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Tiny, black eyes stare outward through slits in his puffy
flesh. Two slaves fan his sweaty body while two nore hol d
trays of food. He eats fastidiously, carefully dropping
"dainties" into his cavernous nouth. This is HEROD THE GREAT.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. O.)
The Roman ki ng Herod
Chai ned | srael's sons
Her od drew t he spear and sword
Agai nst God's chosen ones

Time after tine, tine after tine...

In front of Herod stand two guards. Between themis an
emaci at ed PRI SONER draped in heavy chains. He's so weak
that he can hardly nove. He trenbles as he pleads for his
life.

PRI SONER

(alnost in tears)
Pl ease, your majesty. |'ve given
you everything. There's nothing

| eft.

Herod wi pes his greasy nouth on the robe of a slave and eases
himself into a sitting position.

HEROD THE GREAT
Do you really nmean not hing? Nothing
as in absolutely zero, zilch?

PRI SONER
Yes, ny Lord. You have it all.

HEROD THE GREAT
(with charm ng
sweet ness)
You're trying to fool ne again aren't
you, Jonas? |It's not good to lie to
your Ki ng.

PRI SONER
No, ny lord, | swear I'mtelling the
truth. MWy wife and children are
begging in the streets.

HEROD THE GREAT
(softly, tenderly)
Well, there you see? You do have
sonething left. A wfe and children.
Aren't they worth nore than anything
in the world?

PRI SONER
Yes, ny |ord.
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HEROD THE CGREAT
And they're worth sonething to ne
t 00.

The prisoner | ooks aghast. Herod gives himan evil smle.
On the wall behind the throne appears the shadow of a G eat
Ser pent .

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
W can't allow your wife and precious
little ones to continue begging.
Not when you owe ne so nuch noney.

Herod's face grows col d.

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
(to the guards')
Get his famly and sell them as
slaves. And throwthis pig into a
dungeon until he rots.

The sol diers drag the man away, scream ng

PRI SONER
NO, NO, My LORD. PLEASE HAVE
MERCY. . . MERCY. .

HEROD THE GREAT
Mercy, what a quaint idea. | sinply
| ove these Jews.

Herod smles and eats another dainty. The voice of a
Chanber | ai n announces:

CHAMBERLAIN (O S.)
Your majesty, the royal scholars
have arrived.

Herod | ooks up. Five shriveled old nmen in robes stand
trembling in front of him He stares at them

HEROD THE CGREAT

(sweetly)
My brilliant scholars have cone to
see ne?
SCHOLAR

Yes...ny lord.

HEROD THE GREAT
(harshly)
It took you I ong enough. | want to
know about these anci ent prophecies.
My spies tell nme the people are
tal ki ng about them on every street
cor ner.
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SCHOLAR
W' ve searched the sacred witings,
your mmj esty.

Herod | eans his great bulk forward. It's a very threatening
nove. The old nen step back

HEROD THE GREAT
And just exactly, what have you found?

SCHOLAR
(with a huge gul p)
Vell...ny-ny lord...by-by-by our
calcal...cul ations..

HEROD THE CGREAT
SPEAK UP

SCHOLAR
Yes, ny Lord...

The old man's voice gets squeakier. Slowy the other four
old nmen slide in trying to hide behind him

SCHCOLAR ( CONT' D)
... The-the K-K-King Mssiah..who
wll save GG CGod's people...is
about...to be b-b-b-b-born.

For a split second, Herod stares with his beady eyes. Then,
he junps to his feet, knocking over the trays of food and
SCREANMS.

HEROD THE CGREAT
WHAT DI D YOU SAY?

The ol d nen are shaking so badly they al nost pee in their
t ogas.

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
DD YOU SAY A KING ..1S ABOQUT TO BE
BORN?

SCHOLAR
(stuttering in terror)
l-1-1-1-1"maf-fr-fr-fr-fraid so, ny-
my-ny-nmnmy-ny | ord.

HEROD THE CGREAT
NOOCOO

The schol ars are al nost bl owmn back against the wall. The
whol e room shakes. The sl aves and guards trenbl e.

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
TREASON. HOW DARE YOU? | NTO THE
DUNGEONS W TH THEM ALL.
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The old nen literally fall over each other trying to run

fromthe room The guards are right behind them The sl aves
try to hide. Like an enraged bull Herod charges forward.

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
A KING? ANOTHER KI NG?

He rushes out the huge doors.
| NT. HALLWAY OF THE CASTLE -- CONTI NUOUS

Herod roars through the castle throw ng furniture and people
out of his way.

HEROD THE CGREAT
| AMTHE KING | AM..THE ONLY KI NG

But, suddenly, he hears a sinister, yet seductive voice
calling his nane.

SATAN (O. S.)
Her od. .. Hey, Herod..

HEROD THE CGREAT
WHO DARES TO DI STURB ME?

A snoky shadow drifts across the wall.

SATAN (O. S.)
Over here. Look up.

A smling face filled with charmbegins to formfroma shadow
on the wall.

HEROD THE CGREAT

Who are you?
SATAN
(si ngi ng)

" myour conscience and your friend
protect your sovereign power

Your advisor to the end

Every m nute, every hour.

The face drifts close to Herod and sings into his ear.
Suddenly, Herod | ooks al nost nesneri zed.

SATAN ( CONT' D)
There's been a bad report
|"'mafraid | have bad news
The Son of God will soon be born
To those pious, trusting Jews.

Herod's face contorts with rage and fear.
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HEROD THE GREAT
(si ngi ng)
| absolutely tire
O the Jews and their Messiah
Thinking he will set themfree
But don't they understand
They have to deal with ne...

Herod stornms down the hall. The ghostly shadow of the serpent
with its charm ng face wi nds around and above him

Sat an coil

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
There can't be two kings here..

SATAN
There can't be two kings here
You shoul d nmake that absolutely
clear...

SATAN AND HEROD
There can't be two kings here..

HEROD THE GREAT
I'"'mfed up with the Jewi sh prophecy
And predictions of some savior
On sone old parchnent scroll...

SATAN
Every two years, every two days
It's absurd, another word and their
lives will be the toll!

s hinmself on a great arncthair and smles sweetly.

SATAN ( CONT' D)
They take the Roman kings for fools
And when their little king is grown
He'll want your gold and sparkling
j ewel s
And throw you of f your throne..

Li ke a spring, Satan | eaps off the chair toward the ceiling.
Then, he drifts dowmm. Wth his arm around Herod's shoul ders,

t hey sing

t oget her.

SATAN AND HEROD
There can't be two kings here
There can't be two kings here..

SATAN
You'l | make that rabbl e disappear..

HEROD THE GREAT
Yes, you're right, there can't be
two kings here!
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SATAN AND HERCD
THERE CAN T BE TWO KI NGS HERE

EXT. THE UNI VERSE -- THE MOUNTAI N OF GOD

The | ast words of Herod's song echo into the universe...to
the very summt of the Mountain of God. The Person of Light
hears it as He sits on the Rainbow Throne. The G eat Voice
rings out to the starry host stretched beneath H m

PERSON OF LI GHT (O. S.)
NONIS THE TIME. | WLL DO WHAT |
HAVE PROM SED. LET THE DAY OF
DEL| VERANCE BEG N.

FADE QOUT:
FADE | N:
EXT. ARABI AN DESERT -- NI GHT

Moonl i ght shines down on an endl ess desert. Gagantic, rolling
waves of sand seemto go on forever. A caravan of canels is
stopped on a large dune. Their |eaders, three wealthy nen

in white robes and turbans, stand together |ooking up at the
sky. One of themis using a navigational device. He's
pointing it at a star that's brighter than all the rest.

The man's nane i s BALTHAZAR

BALTHAZAR
Every night it gets a little brighter.
No question about it. It's a royal

star. The ancient prophecies are
about to be fulfilled.

(beat)
But we still have a long way to go.

EXT. HUMBLE | SRAELI TOM -- N GHT

Moonl i ght shines down on a hunble Israeli village. At the
edge of the town is a small house.

| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT

A young, teenage girl lies sleeping. This is MARY. Suddenly,
the roomis filled with the sound of a nysterious, echoing
wind. The girl stirs -- then awakens, terrified.

MARY
VWho is it? Soneone's here.

GABRI EL, THE ANGEL (O.S.)
(softly)
Mary...Mary...don't be afraid.

A soft, golden glow is shining through the open door |eading
out si de.
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GABRI EL, THE ANGEL (O S.) (CONT' D)
Mary...get up and foll ow ne.

As though in a dream Mary gets up and wal ks toward the |ight.
EXT. HUMBLE | SRAELI TOM -- MOMENTS LATER

The light | eads Mary out of the sleeping town...

EXT. WOODS OUTSIDE OF TOMWN -- MOMENTS LATER

...And into a beautiful woods. It stops in a small clearing.
As Mary stares in wonder, the light burns nore brightly. In
it stands a tall, strong, Angel. This is GABRIEL. When she
sees him Miry falls to her knees. He speaks in an echoing
whi sper.

GABRI EL, THE ANGEL
The lord of Heaven and earth is with
you, Mary. |I'm Gabriel and | cone
fromthe Throne of God. Listen
carefully. You'll becone pregnant
and give birth to a Son. You're to
name H m Jesus. He'll be great and
will be called the Son of the Mst
High. He'll be the King Messiah.
The Lord wll give H mthe Throne of
H s father David and H's reign wll
never end.

MARY
(so amazed she can
hardly speak)
But, how can this happen? |'m
engaged, but I'mnot married yet.
l|"ma virgin.

GABRI EL, THE ANGEL
This night God's Holy Spirit wll
cone upon you with H's Power. That's
why the Holy One to be born wll be
called the Son of God.

MARY
What should | tell ny fiancé, Joseph?

GABRI EL, THE ANGEL
Don't worry, the Lord will speak to
himfor you.

Trenbling, Mary bows her face to the ground.
MARY

|'m God's servant. Let it be as
you' ve sai d.
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The sound of the wi nd vani shes. Wen Mary | ooks up, the
clearing is filled with nmoonlight. The angel is gone.

EXT. ROAD THROUGH HI LL COUNTRY -- EVEN NG

Large groups of people are traveling. Anong them are JOSEPH
a strong man of thirty years old with kind eyes and Mary.
She's in her last nonth of pregnancy. She's riding on a
donkey and is very unconfortable.

JOSEPH
|"mworried about you, Mary. The
baby could cone any tine.

MARY
Joseph, will you stop worrying? God
wll take care of us.

JOSEPH
| should' ve |left you back hone.

MARY
But | want to be with you when the
baby is born. It's not your fault
you have to travel so far to pay

t axes.
Joseph shakes hi s head.

JOSEPH
Bet hl ehemis still four hours away.

They continue on.
EXT. BETHLEHEM -- NI GHT
Mary is sitting on the ground next to her donkey. She's in

| abor and in great pain. Around her the town is crowded
with travelers. Wile she waits for Joseph she prays.

MARY
Oh, Father in Heaven, |I'mhurting so
much. Please help himfind a place

to stay.
Joseph wal ks up. He's very tense.

JOSEPH
Al the inns are full. | couldn't
ind a single room

MARY
(beginning to cry)
Ch, dear God, help us. The baby's
al nost here.



21.

JOSEPH
An old woman told ne about a cave
outside of town. They use it as a
stable. There's clean straw and
water. It's the best we can do.

Carefully, he hel ps her up.
| NT. STABLE CAVE -- N GHT

Mary lies on a bed of strawin a cave. She cries out in
pain as Joseph delivers her child. Monents later, the cries
of a newborn fill the air.

EXT. FIELDS OQUTSI DE OF BETHLEHEM -- NI GHT

The fields near Bethlehemare filled with sheep on their way
to Jerusalem Five poor shepherds are sleeping around a
fire. Suddenly, they hear the echo of a choir singing.

They open their eyes. As they stare upward, they see an
incredible sight. The stars of the universe are descending
toward them The singing grows |ouder. Suddenly, the stars
begin to change. Above themis an infinity of angels

SI NG NG ANGELS
PEACE AND GOCD WLL TO MEN. PEACE
AND GOOD WLL TO MEN. ..

Then, one great angel taller than the trees stands in front
of them Wth a voice |like roaring water he speaks:

ANGEL
DON' T BE AFRAID. | BRI NG NEWS OF
GREAT JOY THAT WLL BE FOR ALL PECPLE
TODAY A SAVI OR HAS BEEN BORN. HE IS
THE MESSI AH, THE LORD. HERE' S HOW
YOU WLL KNONVH M YOU LL FIND A
BABY WRAPPED I N CLOTHS AND LYING I N
A MANCER.

The singing and the |light rush over the shepherds |ike a
wave. They fall on their faces. Wen they | ook up the angels
are gone and the sky is filled with stars.

EXT. FIELD NEAR STABLE CAVE -- LATER

Shouting with joy, the shepherds run through a field...toward
firelight that cones fromthe entrance to a cave.

| NT. STABLE CAVE -- MOMENTS LATER
Quietly, Joseph ushers the shepherds into the stable. Mary

is lying asleep on a bed of hay. Beside her is the baby
JESUS. Slowy, the nen kneel in awe.
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I NT. HEROD S THRONE ROOM -- N GHT

Torches burn in Herod's throne room casting evil shadows.

The King sits erect on his throne. The weasel-eyed old man
is very angry, but he's covering it with sweetness. |In front
of himstand the three wi se nen who were traveling through

t he desert.

HEROD THE GREAT
You' ve traveled a long way to find a
baby. Don't you have enough babi es
in your own country?

BALTHAZAR
Qur propheci es and cal cul ati ons go
back a thousand years. They tell us
he'll be the greatest king who's
ever |ived.

Herod' s eyes narrow. Behind himon the wall, unseen by human
eyes, appears the shadow of the Great Serpent.

HEROD THE CGREAT
Is that right? The greatest king!

Well, how lucky I amthat he's been
born into ny hunbl e domain. A baby
with his own star. It's enough to

make ne take up astronony.

BALTHAZAR
We're very close to finding him

HEROD THE GREAT
Wll, I"'msorry ny scholars can't
hel p you. But, when you do find
him cone and tell ne so | can worship
himtoo. It'd make ne so very happy.
Prom se nme now Don't let ne down.

The wi se nen bow and | eave the room \Wen they're gone,
Herod sits trenbling, his face filled with hate. Sweat drips
fromhis greasy hair. Slowy the ghost of the serpent begins
to coil around his throne. Suddenly, he screans in rage:

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
BRI NG | N THE ROYAL SCHOLARS!

Once nore, Herod and the serpent begin roaring their song:
HERCD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
There can't be two kings here
There can't be two kings here

The serpent rises above him
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SATAN, THE SERPENT
Runor he's the Son of God
Born of virgin birth
To conquer all the Romans
Buil d God's kingdom here on earth.

When the Messiah wi |l appear

The weak will run and never tire
The blind will see, the deaf w il
hear

He'll fill themwith his Holy Spirit
Fire

| NTERCUT
EXT. FIELD NEAR STABLE CAVE -- N GHT

Wil e Herod and Satan continue to sing, in the darkness of

t he Judean night the wise nen and their caravan stand in a
field. Balthazar takes another calculation. The star is
above the entrance to a stable cave. He points. Wth their
servants carrying gifts, the nmen walk toward it

| NT. STABLE CAVE -- MOMVENTS LATER

Filled with amazenment, Joseph ushers the wise nen into the
cave. Mary is sitting up, holding the baby. She stares as
the richly dressed nen bow down and lay gifts before her
Son.

| NT. HEROD S CASTLE -- N GHT

replace. H's face gl eans

Herod stands in front of a blazing fi
the Serpent hangs like a

with red light. Above the mantle,
living tapestry.

HEROD THE GREAT
| won't share ny world with sone
child
Who has these Jews beguil ed
They think their king has cone
But I'mtheir real king
They' Il be under ny thunb

Suddenly, the guards drag in the Royal Scholars. They're
filthy and wei ghed down with chains fromthe dungeon. The
old nmen are shaking with fear.

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
TELL ME ON PAIN OF DEATH WHERE | S
TH'S MESSI AH TO BE BORN?

SCHOLAR #2
(coweri ng)
The Scriptures say...in Bethlehem..ny
Lord.
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HEROD THE CGREAT
TAKE THEM AWAY TO DI E

The guards herd the old nmen out. The Geat Serpent craw s
down fromthe mantle, through the fire, and into the room

HEROD THE GREAT ( CONT' D)
There can't be two kings here

SATAN, THE SERPENT
There can't be two kings here
Who are they to interfere?

HEROD AND SATAN
There can't be two kings here.

HEROD THE CGREAT
(a tal king "vanp")
EVERY MALE CHI LD THAT' S BORN
WHO | S UNDER TWD
|"LL SLAY EACH AND EVERY ONE
KI LL EVERY SI NGLE JEW

Bring in guards with swords and
shi el ds adr awn

Send t hem t hr oughout Bet hl ehem
Bring me proof their king is dead

| NTERCUT

| NT. CASTLE HALLWAY -- NI GHT

Dozens of arned guards carrying torches rush down the halls.
EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD -- N GHT

By torchlight, the guards junp on their horses and head out
of the castle.

I NT. HEROD S THRONE ROOM -- N GHT

Herod and Satan continue their song. The Serpent is coiled.
Hi s shadowy body gleans in the firelight.

SATAN, THE SERPENT
Search every two m nutes, every two
hour s
It's outrageous, it's contagious,
and you will have his head!

Wth one decision

You'll bring down their m ndless
vi sion

They will never cross your path
They won't escape your wrath
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EXT. JUDEAN COUNTRYSI DE -- N GHT

Herod's soldiers ride through the darkness. Black clouds
swrl around the noon. In front of themthe town of Bethl ehem
i s sleeping.

I NT. HEROD S THRONE ROOM -- N GHT

HEROD AND SATAN
There can't be two kings here
There can't be two kings here.

So, the fact is
They' Il pay with their lives
They' Il pay with their taxes

EXT. BETHLEHEM -- NI GHT

The soldiers arrive in Bethlehem The horses race through
the streets. Above and around them |ike swirling snoke
shriek the faces of Satan's denon pack. Soldiers enter the
houses. In silhouette they strike. The people run outside
scream ng

EXT. CASTLE TOWER -- NI GHT

Herod stands in an open tower of his castle. Rising above
himin the air is the gigantic Serpent. They sing the
concl usion of their song.

HEROD AND SATAN
There can't be two kings here
There can't be two kings here
I'"'m-- You're -- the one they nust
revere
There can't be two kings here.

EXT. JUDEAN W LDERNESS -- NI GHT

But while the bl oodshed rages in Bethlehem Mary, Joseph and
t he baby make their way through a quiet, noonlit w | derness.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
But Joseph had been warned in a dream
to take Mary and Jesus out of Israel.
So, before the soldiers arrived,
they were gone. They went to Egypt
and didn't return until Herod was
dead. Wen they cane back, they
settled in a small town called
Nazar et h

DI SSCLVE TQO
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EXT. NAZARETH -- DAY

The neat, white-washed buil dings of Nazareth gleamin the
sunlight. On the outskirts of towm is a small, carpenter
shop.

I NT. JOSEPH S CARPENTER SHOP -- DAY

Years have passed. JESUS, now twelve years old, is working
in his father's shop carefully polishing a small, wooden
cabinet. Joseph enters and sm | es.

JOSEPH
Good work, son. You have the eye of
an artist. But, it's time to go.
Your nother's ready. Were's the
| anb?

JESUS
Qut in back. [I'll get him

He heads out the back door.

EXT. REAR OF CARPENTER SHOP -- CONTI NUOUS

Tied to a fence post is a beautiful, little lanb. GCently,
he picks himup
JESUS
Hey, little fellow, are you ready to

go?

The | anb bl eats as Jesus puts himover his shoul ders and
heads around the buil di ng.

EXT. FRONT OF CARPENTER SHOP -- MOMENTS LATER

A large group of travelers is on the nove and everyone is
singing. Carrying the |anb, Jesus joins his nother and
father. They begin walking with the larger group. The
travel ers sing about going to Jerusalemfor the Passover,
the day | ong ago when God saved the Jews fromthe evil power
of Phar aoh.

EXT. JERUSALEM -- DAY

Jerusalemis one of the nost beautiful cities in the world.
VWhite buildings line broad streets. Sunlight flashes on
mar bl e and gold. Towering above everything is the majestic
Tenpl e of God. Morning songs of joy echo fromit's
courtyards. This day the city is full of travelers singing
"Psal ns of Ascent" as they head toward the tenple. Anong

t hem are Joseph and Mary and Jesus still carrying the | anb.
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EXT. TEMPLE COURTYARD -- DAY

Thousands of people have gathered in the nmain courtyard.

Each famly brings an approved sacrificial animal to offer
to God. Jesus, Mary and Joseph bring their lanb to a priest.
Jesus |l ooks lovingly at the snall creature. He hugs it. It
licks his face.

JOSEPH
(to the priest)
As God has commanded in Hs Law, we
bring this perfect lanb as a
sacrifice. My the shedding of its
bl ood bring forgiveness for our sins.

The priest takes the |anb and wal ks over to the altar. Jesus
bows his head in prayer.

I NT. SMALLER, TEMPLE COURT -- DAY

The crowds have gone. A group of learned nmen is seated near

a fountain. In front of them stands Jesus, |ooking at a
scroll. He's asking questions and they're amazed at H m
OLD RABBI
Young man, the Messiah will be a
conqueror who'll free us from our
enem es. That's what the Scripture
says.
JESUS

But, tell me, Fathers, won't he al so
be a sacrifice for the sins of the
people? 1Isn't that what the prophet
| sai ah says?

The old nen | ook at each other. They don't know how to answer
hi m

OLD RABBI
You have surprising ideas for one so
young.

Suddenly, Jesus' nother and father rush up to him They' ve
been very concer ned.

MARY
Son, where have you been? W' ve
been so worried. W' ve been | ooking
all over the city for you.

JESUS
(gently)
Wiy were you | ooking? Didn't you
know that | had to be in ny Father's
house?
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Mary and Joseph stare at H m

JOSEPH
Come, son, it's tinme to go hone.

Putting his arns around Jesus and Mary, Joseph | eads them
away.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
Jesus and his famly went back to
Nazareth. There, He lived quietly,
wor ki ng each day in the carpenter
shop.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JOSEPH S CARPENTER SHOP -- DAY

Jesus is working in Joseph's shop cutting a log into boards.
He's sixteen years old now and strong and good | ooki ng.
Suddenly, he hears shouting. Walking to the door He | ooks
out .

EXT. STREET I N FRONT OF CARPENTER SHOP -- CONTI NUQUS

A gang of boys is standing in a circle yelling at each ot her.
Two boys are in a fight. Fists are flying. Their faces are
bl oody. Suddenly, straight into the circle wal ks Jesus. He
doesn't say a word, but H's presence changes everything. He
sinply | ooks at the boys...and the fight stops. The group
stares at Hm Then, one by one, they wal k away. From a
doorway nearby, two old rabbis have seen it all. As they
wat ch Jesus, they smle at each other, nodding their heads

i n approval .

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. ROAD QUTSI DE OF NAZARETH -- DAY

Roman guards are marching with a gang of prisoners. The
heat is unbearable. The nen are mserable in their chains.
A prisoner begins to lag. A soldier beats himw th a whip.

SOLDI ER
KEEP WALKI NG

Suddenly, one of the prisoners falls to the ground. The
soldier with the whip rushes over. He's about to strike

when he | ooks up. Standing in front of himis a young nman

in his twenties carrying a bucket. |It's Jesus. As He stares
into the soldier's eyes the whip is Iowered. Kneeling down
Jesus gives the prisoner a drink. The beaten man | ooks up

at Hm In the water there is life.

BEATEN PRI SONER
(whi speri ng)
Oh, thank you. Thank you.
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The man stands up and is able to go on. Jesus watches them
W th great sadness.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
As the years passed, Jesus grew both
tall and wi se and was | oved by CGod
and by all the people around H m

FADE QOUT:
FADE | N:
EXT. CASTLE OF HEROD ANTI PAS -- N GHT

The dark castle of Herod Antipas rises over the hills of
Galilee. Frominside comes a wonan's raucous, drunken, | augh.

I NT. THE KING S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

The only light cones fromflickering torches. The king's
bedroomis luxurious. Above his bed is a great tapestry
depicting a serpent interwoven with flowers. HEROD ANTI PAS,
the tall, gaunt son of Herod the Great, is carousing with a
sensuously beautiful woman. Her nane is HERODI AS. They' ve
both been drinking. He stares at her with burning eyes.
Then, he tries to kiss her. But, he staggers, pulling her
cl ose. Laughing, she | ooks over his shoulder. Floating
near the ceiling in the snoke of the torches is the shadow
of the Serpent. She |eads Herod toward t he door.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
Herod the Great had sons. Wen he
di ed, his kingdom was divi ded between
them The province of Galil ee was
given to his son, Herod Anti pas.
Like his father, he was an evil man
who served Rone. Because of his
cruelty the people hated him

EXT. OPEN HALLWAY -- MOMENTS LATER

Herod Antipas and Herodi as wal k down an open hal lway |i ned
with torches. They stagger and | augh. One side of the hal
opens out to the countryside. Moonlight streans in.
Suddenly, they hear a raging voice conmng fromthe darkness
far bel ow

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER (O. S.)
HERCD. HEROD, YOU SNAKE. | KNOW
YOU CAN HEAR ME. LI STEN TO ME, HERCD
DO YOU THI NK GCOD IS BLIND? THE WOVAN
YOU RE WTH I'S YOUR BROTHER S W FE.
GOD SEES VWHAT YOU RE DO NG REPENT
AND SEND HER AVWAY OR HI S JUDGVENT
WLL FALL ON YOU
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The voice goes on raging. Herod and Herodi as wal k over and
| ook down. A wild figure stands silhouetted in the noonlight.

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER ( CONT' D)
REPENT, HEROD. REPENT.

Then, the yelling stops and the figure vanishes into the
dar kness.

HERCDI AS
('hi ssi ng)
Who was that filthy creature?

HEROD ANTI PAS
| don't know, but I'mgoing to find
out .
(yel l'i ng)
GUARD, BRI NG MY CHI EF SPY.

| NT. THRONE ROOM OF HERCD ANTI PAS -- LATER

Herod and Herodias sit in the throne room The guards drag
in a pathetic, plunp little man and drop himlike a sack of
dirt in front of the king. This is ZACH, chief spy and

whi ppi ng boy. Herod drags himup until he's two inches from
his face and rasps:

HEROD ANTI PAS
So, chief spy, Zach. | have a
question for you. A wld man was
screaming at ne fromthe hills
tonight. Your job is to keep track
of ny enemes. WHO WAS HE?

ZACH
(whi nmpering slightly)
Well, there are several possibilities,

my lord. At the nonent, you don't
have a very high approval rating.
99 percent of the people hate you.

HEROD ANTI PAS
| WANT H S NAME.

ZACH
Let me think.
(beat)
Was he wild [ike this?

Zach's face contorts, his hair sticks straight out and he
shrieks in Herod' s face.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
REPEEEEEEEENT. . . . !

Her od al nost junps out of his skin.
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HEROD ANTI PAS
YES!

ZACH
And was there just a touch of
"judgnmentalisnt in his voice? Overly
concerned with the private lives of
consenting adults?

HEROD ANTI PAS
HE CALLED ME AN ADULTERER AND A SNAKE.

ZACH
(relieved)
Oh, that's just John, the Baptizer.
He lives in the desert and eats bugs.
He likes to rant and pour water on
peopl e, but | think he's harm ess.

Her odi as grabs Zach by the hair.

HERODI AS
|'ve heard of this nman. He isn't
harm ess. HE' S STI RRI NG UP THE
PEOPLE

Her od ki cks Zach across the roomlike a beach ball. He |ands
in a fountain. Herod rushes over and pulls himout soaking
wet .

HEROD ANTI PAS
FROM TH S MOMENT ON, YOU LL STAY ON
TH' S BAPTI ZER LI KE FLI ES ON A DEAD
DOG | WANT TO KNOW EVERYTHI NG ABOUT
HM EVERYTH NG NOW GET OUT HERE

Zach gul ps and nods and hurries fromthe room
EXT. Rl VER JORDAN -- DAY

A huge crowd is gathered on the banks of the River Jordan,
listening to JOHN, THE BAPTIZER. His eyes are powerful, but
not w thout conpassion. He |looks |like what he is, a man who
lives in the wilderness. His clothes are nade of rough,
canel's hair. He stands waist deep in the river, preaching.
In the cromd at the water's edge is Zach. He's in disqguise,
dressed as a canel driver with a |arge, fake nustache.

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER
DO YOU WANT GOD TO CLEAN UP YOUR
LIFE? THEN, IT'S TI ME TO CHANGE
YOUR SELFI SH WAYS. REPENT! COME
DOMN TO THE WATER. LET YOUR
CONSCI ENCES BE WASHED CLEAN. PREPARE
FOR THE COM NG OF GOD S Kl NGDOM
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People line up in front of himand he begins "baptizing"
them lifting handfuls of water and pouring it over their
heads.

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER ( CONT' D)
| WASH YOU WTH WATER. BUT, THERE' S
ONE COM NG WHO LL WASH YOU WTH GOD' S
SPIRIT AND WTH FI RE FROM HEAVEN
HE'S SO MUJCH GREATER THAN | AM THAT
"M NOT WORTHY TO UNTI E HI S SANDALS.

Suddenly, John | ooks up. Standing on the river bank is a
powerful man of thirty years old. He has kind, but deeply
piercing eyes. This is JESUS. He smles at John, then wal ks
down into the water to be baptized. John stares at himin
awe.

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER ( CONT' D)
You cone to ne for this? | should
come to you

JESUS
Let it be done in obedience to God's
wor d.
John baptizes Jesus. As soon as he's finished a brilliant
shaft of light falls on themfromthe clouds. In it is a

glistening, winged formlike a dove. A whispering voice
fills the air.

PERSON OF LIGHT (O S.)
This is ny Son, whom| love. Wth
Hml amwell pleased.

The crowd | ooks confused. Zach turns to the man beside him

ZACH
Did you hear sonethi ng?

MAN | N CROAD
| think it was the w nd.

Jesus wal ks up out of the water on the other side of the
Jordan. .. and vani shes into the crowd.

EXT. WLDERNESS OF THE NECEV -- DAY

A blistering sun beats dowmn. A hot w nd blows. Jesus wal ks
al one through a twi sted canyon. The rock formations appear
foreboding and sinister. This is an arid place filled with
dark spirits. He passes a huge boulder. For an instant, an
evil, ghostly face rises to the surface and stares at H m
mal evol ently. Soft, hissing voices whisper in the air.
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W ND VO CES
(over and over)
What is He doing here? Wy has He
cone? Wat does He want ?

Jesus sits down in the blistering heat. Dust bl ows around
H m

DI SSCLVE TO
A MONTAGE OF DAYS:

Bl ack clouds swirl in the sky. Jesus is kneeling in prayer.
A stormrages, soaking himto the skin. Tinme itself becones
tw sted. Dawns and sunsets crash |ike waves. N ght and
day. Light and dark. Alone and hungry, Jesus wal ks through
t he wi | derness.

MONTAGE ENDS

The desert sun is beating down. Wak and exhausted, He | eans
agai nst a rock. Suddenly, a soft, nusical voice calls H's
nane.

LUCI FER (O. S.)
Jesus. Holy Jeeesus. Is that really
you? The Son of God, squatting like
a beggar in the dirt?

Jesus opens his eyes. Standing on a cliff above Hmis a
glorious figure surrounded with golden mst. |It's Lucifer,
as he appeared | ong ago, covered with rainbows, his hair
glistening with stars.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
(with incredible charm
You' ve been here forty days w thout
any food. |'mworried about you.
You're getting awfully thin.

Though He's weak, Jesus rises to neet him The G eat Angel
descends to a gi ant boul der above H s head.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
And all this tinme you' ve been waiting

for me. I|I'mflattered. But |I've
been busy. There's so nmuch to do in
my worl d.

Lucifer sits down confortably and stares at H m

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
So, you really do believe that you're
the Son of God. Isn't that a little
arrogant? Pride can do terrible
things to a person.

( MORE)
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LUCI FER ( CONT' D)

Believe nme, | know.

(beat)
Look, there's no reason for us to be
enemes. |If our power was joined we

could make the world into a | ovely
garden. Wasn't that the original
pl an? And | ook what these ugly hunans

have done to it. Wll, we can change
it back. O course, | need to be
absolutely certain that you do have
power .

(smling am ably)
There are so many liars in the world.

He picks up a stone.

LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
Just a little test. | know you're
desperately hungry. So aml. So,
let's eat. |If you're really the Son
of God, tell this stone to becone
bread and we'll share a neal together.

Quietly, Jesus replies:

JESUS
Li ke you 'shared a neal' w th Adam
and Eve? It's witten, 'people do
not live on bread al one, but on every
word that comes fromthe Muth of
CGod.

Luci fer sml es.

LUCI FER
Do we have to get so 'spiritual
about everything? Personally, |
believe in common sense. But | can
pl ay your gane.

He sweeps his hand outward. Jesus is caught up in a
whi r | wi nd.

EXT. PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE -- DAY

Jesus finds hinmself standing at a dizzying height on the
pi nnacle of the Tenple in Jerusalem Lucifer is with him
Down bel ow t housands of people are noving through the
courtyard toward the entrance.

LUCI FER
Hope you're not afraid of heights.
(beat ; poi nting bel ow)
Look down there. This is your nonent,

Jesus.
( MORE)
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LUCI FER ( CONT' D)
Show the Jews that you're their Kking
messiah. Al it'll take is one smal
mracle and they'Il follow you
anywhere. Just throw yourself to
the ground. God won't let you die.
It's witten in the Scriptures, He'l
command Hi s angels so that you won't
even hurt your foot on a stone.

Jesus stares at him

JESUS
It's also witten, '"don't put the
Lord your God to the test.'

Lucifer isn't smling now Once nore he sweep his hand toward
Jesus. Once nore they are caught up in a whirlw nd.

EXT. TALLEST MOUNTAI N ON EARTH -- DAY

This time Jesus is standing at the top of the tallest nountain
in the world. Spread out beneath HHmis an incredible sight,
all the lights of all the cities of the world, through al

of tinme -- everything fromthe marbl e buildings of ancient
Rone to the far distant towers of Manhattan, stand dimy in
the m st.

LUCI FER

Isn't it beautiful? Al the cities
that will ever be, filled with
billions of people. And they're
mne. |I'mthe King of this world.
You' ve conme to save the human race.
Vell 1'lIl make it easy for you. You
can be a god -- their god -- wthout
any trouble or suffering or pain.
The world is yours. 1'Il give it to
you. Just performone sinple act.

(beat)
Bow down and worship ne.

As Jesus stares at him the words that |eave his lips are
like lightning. And His voice is fromthe Muntain in the
stars.

JESUS
T 1S WRITTEN, 'WORSH P THE LORD
YOUR GOD AND SERVE HI M ONLY.' GCET
AVAY FROM ME SATAN.

The words are like thunder. The lights of the cities vanish.
Satan shrieks in terror. In an instant, he changes from a
creature of beauty into the horrifying serpent. Once nore
there is a whirlw nd of dust.
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EXT. WLDERNESS OF THE NECEV -- DAY

When the dust stormis gone, Jesus is standing alone in the
desert gorge.

EXT. R VER JORDAN -- DAY

At the river Jordan, John is preaching to the people. Zach
is still spying, taking notes on a piece of parchnent. This
time he's "disguised" as a scribe with a neatly coiffured

Wi g.

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER
THE DAYS ARE SHORT. GOD S JUDGVENT
WLL COVE LIKE A WH RLWND. ARE YOQOU
READY TO MEET HM? DON T M SS QUT
ON H' S KI NGDOM

Suddenly, John | ooks up. Standing on a hill watching himis
Jesus. He cries out:

JOHN THE BAPTI ZER ( CONT' D)
THERE HE | S. THAT'S THE LAMB OF
GOD, THE SPECI AL SACRI FI CE THAT W LL
TAKE AVAY THE SI NS OF THE WORLD
FOLLOW H M

Jesus turns away. Several young nmen near John | ook at each
other, then, hurry after Hm One of themis ANDREW On

i mpul se, Zach stuffs the parchnment into his tunic and foll ows
t hem

EXT. CANA OF GALILEE -- N GHT

In the small town of Cana, many |anps and fires are burning.
Joyful music is inthe air. The town is in the mddle of a
huge party. It's a wedding celebration with food and w ne
and dancing. First the nen dance, then, the wonen in the
ancient, Jewish tradition. The BRIDE and GROOM | ead the
festivities. But suddenly, a SERVANT cones up to the groom
and whi spers to him

SERVANT
There's no nore wine. W' re about
to run out.

A | ook of shocked despair conmes to the young man's face.

GROOM
That's inpossible. | bought nore
t han enough.

SERVANT

Well, it's al nost gone.
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GROOM
VWhat am | going to do? [I'll be
di sgraced.

Jesus joins the crowd. Hi's small group of followers is with
H m Skul king at the rear is Zach. Jesus' nother Mary cones
up to Hm

MARY
Son, all of their wine is gone. The
bridegroomis in trouble.

Turning to her, He speaks gently.

JESUS
Mot her, the time hasn't cone yet to
reveal nyself.

Mary | ooks at Hm then turns to the servant who spoke to
t he groom

MARY
VWhatever He tells you -- do it.

Not far away are six, huge, water jugs. Jesus points to
t hem

JESUS

Those jars, are they enpty?
SERVANT

Yes.
JESUS

Fill themwth water.

The servant stares at him

SERVANT
What ?

MARY
Do it!

SERVANT

Al right, if you say so.
Rel uctantly, the man notions for other servants to cone.

SERVANT ( CONT' D)
the ot her servants)
Il those jars with water.

(to
s fi

Let'

They hurry to obey. Wen they're full, Jesus says to the
servant :
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JESUS
Now, take sonme to the master of the
f east.
Still puzzled, the servant does what he's told. As Jesus

wat ches, the man whi spers sonething to the groom The groom
tastes the sanple.

GROOM
(crying out)
TH S WNE | S WONDERFUL. Were did
you get it?

The man points at Jesus. The groomhurries toward H m but
before he can get there, Jesus fades away into the crowd.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. A TOMN I N GALI LEE -- DAY

Jesus is wal king dowmn the nain street of a town. His
followers are behind Hm A huge crowd is watching. Anmong
themis Zach, disguised as a priest. As Jesus wal ks, He

pr eaches:

JESUS
THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD I S UPON ME.
HE' S APPO NTED ME TO PREACH THE GOCD
NEWS TO THE POOR. HE'S SENT ME TO
HEAL THE BROKEN- HEARTED AND TO TELL
PRI SONERS THAT THEY' RE GO NG TO BE
RELEASED. THE BLIND W LL SEE, AND
THE DOMWN- TRODDEN W LL BE FREED FROM
THEI R OPPRESSORS. GOD |'S READY TO
G VE BLESSI NGS TO ALL WHO COVE TO
H M

Suddenly, a man cries out:

BLIND MAN (O S.)
JESUS, JESUS, SON OF DAVI D, HAVE

MERCY ON ME.
Jesus wal ks over and noves through the cromd. At the back,
against a wall, sits a filthy beggar. Jesus reaches down
and takes the man's hand.
JESUS
(gently)

Friend, what can | do for you?
The blind man hangs onto H m desperately.
BLI ND MAN

Pl ease, Lord, nore than anyt hing,
all ny life I've wanted to see.
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JESUS
My son, your sins are forgiven.

Standing close by is a group of priests. Zach is with them
The nmen stare at each ot her.

PRI EST #1
VWhat did he just say?

PRI EST #2
He forgave that man's sins.

PRI EST #1
But only God can do that.

Jesus | ooks over at them

JESUS
Which is easier, to forgive sins or
make a blind nman see? But so that
you' Il know t he Power of GCod..

Turning back to the blind nman, he places his fingers over
the man's eyes and says:

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Your prayer is answered. | comrmand
your sight to return

Jesus renoves his fingers. The man opens his eyes...and
cries out in conplete shock as though he's been struck by a
bolt of |ightning.

POV THE BEGGAR

As he | ooks up he sees brilliant light. Init is the Face
of Jesus smling down at him He | ooks around. He junps to
his feet and begins yelling in absolute amazenent.

BLI ND MAN
| CAN SEE. | CAN SEE. | CAN SEE

The priests are taken aback. The man conti nues scream ng,
bouncing all over the street, rushing up to people, staring
in their faces and roaring with |aughter.

BLI ND MAN ( CONT' D)
| SEE YOU. YOU RE BEAUTI FUL. AND I
SEE YOU. YOU RE BEAUTI FUL TOO

He runs up to Zach who is amazed beyond words.

BLI ND MAN ( CONT' D)
EVEN YOU RE BEAUTI FUL. EVERYBODY' S
BEAUTI FUL. PRAISE GOD. | CAN SEE
| CAN SEE
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The crowd cheers. Smling, Jesus wal ks on. A priest steps
up beside H m

PRI EST #1
You say you're a teacher who's cone
fromGod. Wll, here's alittle
test. What's the greatest of God's
commandnent s?

JESUS
The greatest commandnent is to |ove
the Lord your God wth all your heart
and strength and mnd. And the second
one is 'love your neighbor as
yourself.' You're a priest. Have
you ever broken one of these?

As the man stares at him a strange | ook of guilt comes into
his eyes. He falls back with his friends. Jesus continues
wal ki ng. The huge crowd is right behind. The road | eads
down a hill.

In front of themis the Sea of Galilee. Jesus stops for a
moment and smles. The inland | ake is breathtakingly
beautiful in the norning light. Sun glistens on the waves.
The deep blue water is speckled with the white sails of
fishing boats. Followed by the crowd, Jesus wal ks down to
the shore where fishernmen are sorting their catch

EXT. SHORE ON THE SEA OF GALI LEE -- CONTI NUOUS

Suddenly, a boat enters the shallows. Inside are three
fishermen, SIMON, JAMES and JOHN. The biggest fishernman,
Si non, junps out and begi ns draggi ng the boat toward the
| and. Jesus watches. [It's obvious the nen aren't happy.
Sinon stops and stares at his friends.

SI MON
(to his two partners)
Hey, what is this? [I'mthe only one
who's gonna get wet? G nmme a hand
out here.

The other two junp into the water wwth him \Wen the boat
gets close Jesus sees that it's enpty. They don't have any
fish.

JESUS
Were are your fish? You were fishing
weren't you?

SI MON
(di sgust edl y)
Yeah, we were fishing. Qut all night
and you see what it got us?
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JESUS
Do you really want to catch fish?

Sinon stares at Jesus. The whole crowd is watching.

SI MON
That's the business I'min. If |
don't catch fish | don't eat.
JESUS
Well, go back out into the deep water
and try again.
SI MON
(staring at him
Look, "teacher," like I said, we

fished all night. W're experts at
this. Fishing's always bad this
late in the norning.

Jesus says nothing. Janes |ooks at Sinon.

JAMES
Come on, Sinon, what have we got to
| ose”?
Si non stares at Jesus.
SI MON

OCh, all right.

Jesus smles as the three nen push the boat back out and
junp inside.

EXT. BOAT ON SEA OF GALI LEE -- MOMENTS LATER

When they reach the deep water, Sinon, Janes and John throw
in their net. Instantly, it's full of glistening fish.

JOHN THE DI SCI PLE
W' ve got fish

They start to pull the net in but there are so many fish
that the boat begins to swanp. Sinon starts yelling to other
boat s.

SI MON
HEY, HEY, WE NEED HELP OVER HERE
COME AND HELP US.

The three nen are up to their waists in fish. Fish are
flopping all around them

ON THE SHORE

Jesus and the crowd are watching. Jesus | aughs.
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JESUS
They said they wanted fish. They
got fish.

The crowd | aughs and cheers.

EXT. SHORE ON THE SEA OF GALILEE -- MOVENTS LATER

Once nore the boat with Sinon, James and John heads into
shore. This tinme it's so full of fish the nmen can hardly

nmove. Sinon junps out and wal ks over to Jesus. He kneels
in front of H m

JESUS
(si ngi ng)
You're Sinon the fisherman. | nust
talk to you
SI MON
(si ngi ng)

Are you Jesus the Son of Cod
Can that possibly be true?

JESUS
| am He
| have cone
Come fol l ow Me
There're greater things for you to
do. ..

Jesus wal ks over to a net full of fish. Sinon, Janes and
John and the crowd foll ow H m

JESUS ( CONT' D)
The Ki ngdom of Heaven's |ike a net
Cast into the sea
Suddenly, it's filled wwth God's
creations
Filled beyond capacity...

Asmling, little boy holds up an arnful of fish. Jesus
pats his head.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Rescui ng soul s who' ve strayed
For gi vi ng ones who' ve di sobeyed. .

He turns to | ook at the nen.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
| nstead of being fishers of fish
You should be fishers of nmen
You' |l see wonders never seen or
heard
Have faith, be brave, cone follow
Come follow My Word. ..
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Jesus | ooks up at the sky. Above them beautiful clouds are

form ng.

JESUS (CONT' D)
The Ki ngdom of Heaven's like a cloud
Bursting in the sky
You know the wind and rain is com ng
And the stormwon't pass you by
As you see this earthly rhyne
Can't you see signs of the tine...

He | ooks at Si non, James and John.

JESUS (CONT' D)
| nstead of being fishers of fish
You should be fishers of nmen
Souls will be healed, hearts will be
stirred
Have faith, be brave; cone follow
Come follow My Word. ..

Jesus starts to walk, but Sinon is reluctant to foll ow

Jesus begi

SI MON
Fol l owi ng priests and prophets is
not what |ife entails..

ALL THE FI SHERMVEN
(si ngi ng)
Qur lives are nets and boats and
seafaring, wndy sails..

JESUS
Chil dren of |ight
Li ght the dark
Chil dren of |ight
Let spirit and truth be your mark..

ns pointing at fishermen and nen in the crowd.

JESUS (CONT' D)
Mvat t hew, Thomas, Sinon, Andrew, James
and John, son of Zebedee
Just take up your net, take up your
st af f
And conme, cone, follow Me...

But, the nen hang back.

ALL THE FI SHERVEN
We hear you enter the houses of
sinners, forgiving each and every
one. ..

JESUS
S given ne the power to forgive,

God’
I"'mH s only begotten Son..
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Jesus puts His armaround Sinon and they begin wal ki ng.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
| nstead of being fishers of fish

You'll be fishers of nen
You'll see wonders never seen or
heard

Have faith, be brave; cone foll ow
Come follow, come follow My Word

But there is still a questioning | ook on Peter's face. He's
uncertain.
SI MON
But, Master, | have a wife and famly

to take care of.

JESUS
Your Father in Heaven
Looks down at your deeds
And He'll protect and watch over you
And all of your needs...

Then, He opens his arns to all of them

JESUS (CONT' D)
So, |l ove one another and foll ow the

Lord

The Ki ngdom of Heaven will be your
reward

Conme, yes, cone, and cone, cone follow
Me

Come fol l ow Me. ..
The nmen begin follow ng Jesus.

THE FI SHERMVEN
| nstead of being fishers of fish
Il be fishers of nen
Il see wonders never seen or heard
re brave, with faith we'll foll ow
Il follow your Wrd

As Jesus | eads them away, Zach is watching in awe.
EXT. RIVER JORDAN -- EVEN NG

A giant crowd is gathered on the banks of the river Jordan.
Anmong t hem are hundreds of sick people who' ve been brought

by their |oved ones. Jesus is touching them healing them
Hs followers are with Hm Not far away is a group of angry
priests. Zach is in the shadows behind them Suddenly, a
group of nmothers and children push forward to see Jesus.

The disciples try to hold them back.
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MATTHEW
VWait a mnute. Everybody stay back.
We can't have a |lot of kids up here.

The nothers and children | ook deeply di sappoi nted. But Jesus
calls out:

JESUS
Let themcone. Don't keep them away.
The Ki ngdom of Heaven is made up of
little ones just like these.

He takes a little boy in his arns and turns to the crowd.

JESUS ( CONT' D)

Unless you're willing to believe in
Me and have faith like this little

child you'll never see ny Father's

Ki ngdom

Suddenly, in front of Hmis placed a crippled child on a
l[itter. It's alittle girl of six years old. This is ESTHER
Her arns and |l egs are so badly deforned that she can hardly
move. Her nother is with her.

MOTHER
(in tears)
Pl ease, Master, ny little girl suffers
so much. | know you can heal her

Gving the little boy back to his nother, Jesus turns to the
crippled child.

JESUS
VWhat's your nane.

ESTHER
Est her .

Jesus stroke her hair.

JESUS
You have the nane of a great queen.
(beat)
Est her, do you know what sin is?

ESTHER
(noddi ng)
Di sobeyi ng what God says -- doing
things that break H s commandnents.

Jesus | ooks deep into her eyes.

JESUS
Have you done things |like that?
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ESTHER
(droppi ng her eyes)
Sonetinmes | hate people. | hate

them so nuch | want to hurt them

JESUS
You're right. Hatred is sin. Do
you want your sins forgiven?

ESTHER

Yes, | don't want to hate anynore.
JESUS

Then, | forgive you. Your sins are

gone.
As usual, the priests are scandali zed.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Est her, you've been heal ed on the
inside. Now, |I'mgoing to heal you
on the outside.

Jesus touches the little girl's twisted arns and | egs.
Instantly, they straighten out. Miscles form

JESUS (CONT' D)
Get up and wal k.

Wth a |look of utter joy, Esther gets up, yelling.

ESTHER
MOMMY, MOWMY. LOOK AT ME

Laughi ng out | oud, she begi ns spi nning.

ESTHER ( CONT' D)
| CAN WALK. | CAN SPIN.

Jesus smles. Esther's nother is sobbing for joy. She kneels
at Jesus' feet and takes his hand. She's crying so hard
that she can't even speak. Gently, He lifts her up.

JESUS
Your faith has heal ed your daughter.
Go in peace.

As Jesus continues wal king, a voice in the crowd cries out:

VA CE
Teacher, you're close to God. Tel
us what He's I|ike.

JESUS
Do you really want to know what God
is Iike? Wen you' ve seen Me you' ve
seen Hm The Father and | are One.
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One of the priests yells out:

PRI EST #2
Are you saying that you're God?
That's bl aspheny.

Jesus | ooks over at him

JESUS
| amthe Way, the Truth, and the
Life. No one cones to the Father,
but by Me. God |oves the world so
much that He gave His only Son.
Anyone who believes in Hmw Il not
die in his sins, but have eternal
life.

Zach listens and watches with w de eyes.
EXT. CASTLE OF HEROD ANTI PAS -- NI GHT

Mst swirls around the evil-1ooking castle of Herod Anti pas.
Torchlight gl eans through the w ndows.

| NT. THRONE ROOM OF HERCD ANTI PAS -- N GHT

Her od Anti pas and Herodi as are seated on their thrones
arguing. Nearby a fire is burns in a huge fireplace. 1In
the tongues of flanme is the shifting image of a serpent.
Its eyes watch them

HERCDI AS
Why don't you just go ahead and kill
him Wy do you wait? As |long as
that man's alive, he's a danger to
us.

HEROD ANTI PAS
| told you, the people think he's a
prophet. Killing prophets is bad
| uck.

HERODI AS
You're lying. You're afraid of him

HEROD ANTI PAS
QUI ET WOVAN.

At that nonment, Zach enters escorted by a guard. He falls
prostrate before the king.

HEROD ANTI PAS ( CONT' D)
(hissing at him
Vell, spy, where have you been?
John the Baptizer is in ny dungeon.
And we've been searching for you
EVERYWHERE
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HERODI AS
(sweetly)
Your answer had better be good...or
you' |l | be dead.

ZACH
(wth a queasy | ook;
si ngi ng)
Herod, in the matter of the man call ed
Jesus, | thought that | should go
and spy.

Her od grabs Zach and drags himup until they're nose to nose.

HEROD ANTI PAS
DON' T TELL ME YOU VE FOUND ANOTHER
PROPHET!
(si ngi ng)
| hope the word you speak will not
di spl ease us.

ZACH
(petrified)
Sodol, sodol, sodo ...

Herod tosses himto a huge guard with a spear. The guard
catches Zach's clothes on his spear point. And there he
hangs.

ZACH ( CONT' D)

Now, majesty, | live to serve you
As | tell you of the sights |I've
seen

Zach's tunic rips and he falls in a heap on the fl oor.

ZACH ( CONT' D)

So, | pray it won't anger or unnerve
you

When | speak of Jesus Christ the
Nazar ene

Maybe He's just a prophet, | hope
it's just a fad

The news coul d be described as ' good
and bad.'"

Two guards stand over Zach jabbing their spears into his
rear end...which he's trying to keep covered since his tunic
ri pped. Herod bends over him

HERCD ANTI PAS
Tell nme then, chief spy. Pleasure
your king with your know edge.

ZACH
My lord, please tell the masses of
nmuscl es to put down their spears.
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Her od waves his hand and the guards w thdraw.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Et ernal thanks, ny king.

HEROD ANTI PAS
Now speak or you will have eterna

pai n.

ZACH
The good news is the poison | put in
t he water

| thought would work just fine

But the bad newis

Jesus waved H s hand and t he water
turned to w ne.

Herod stares at himas though he's insane. Zach sees the
| ook and begins slowy inching backward.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
There's nore good news
He rules as King
In a Kingdomin the sky that's Hi s
The bad news, well, the people, they
think he is...the Geatest King.

Herod's eyes grow w de.

HEROD ANTI PAS
THE GREATEST KI NG?

The guards nove toward Zach with their spears. The points
glisten near his neck.

ZACH
They're pointing themat ne again,
nmy Lord.

HERCD ANTI PAS
(growi ng nore enraged)
Guards prepare to skewer and barbecue

The guards lift Zach on their spear points and carry him
toward the firepl ace.

ZACH
NO, no, no, wait! Being killed ruins
my menory. It'll get better, |

guar ant ee.

Her od nods and they drop him-- but very close to the fl anes.
The face of the Serpent appears in the fire. 1ts nouth opens
to bite him Wthout seeing it, just in tinme, he junps away.

HEROD ANTI PAS
PROCEED
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ZACH
The good news is
Your army's good at fighting, Sire
No real chance has he
The bad news is
They say it's exciting
Wien he makes blind nen see

Zach |l eaps up onto a carved fountain and tiptoes around the
edge.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
And you' Il love this
They say He can wal k on water with
no regrets
The good news is
He heals by a river
The bad news is
He really can deliver

He alnost falls into the water, but at the |ast second he
tips the other way and | ands on the fl oor.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
And the worst news is
That's as bad as the good news gets

Get on Hs right side, Sire
It couldn't hurt

He | ooks on the bright side
And even believes that you'l
convert. ..

Herod roars over to him

HEROD ANTI PAS
WHAT? CONVERT? VI VI SECT HM

The guards nove to obey. As they stab their spears, Zach
j unps and dodges.

ZACH
No, please, your mnus...uh...|l nean,
your hi ghness, don't
vivi..vivi...whatever you said.

HERCD ANTI PAS
Chi ef spy, you thin ny patience
| sent you on a m ssion to uncover
Ways to destroy that upstart shepherd
Now what is this say you?

ZACH
Ckay, okay, |'ve saved the best for
| ast.
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HERCD ANTI PAS
Conti nue, but at your peril.

The guards pull back a few inches. Zach is sweating.

ZACH
You guys are a tough crowd. | nean,
the last tinme | played the pal ace..

HEROD ANTI PAS
CHI EF SPY..

ZACH
The bad news is
Your power will not thrill H m
But you need not rant and rave
The good news is

It's easy just to kill Hm
But news is they tell ne that you
can't

HEROD ANTI PAS
And why not ?

ZACH
Cause He'll rise up to H s heavenly
Fat her
And mracles are what they do
The good news is
He treats nme |ike a brother
And the good news is
He says to | ove each other
But the bad news is
He knows about your 'point' of view

On the word "point" Zach touches the tip of a nearby spear.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
So, the good news is..

HEROD ANTI PAS
| don't want good news, do |?

ZACH
Al right, the bad news is..

HEROD ANTI PAS
That's better.

ZACH
The bad news is
They say the good news is
Not going to be good for you.

HEROD ANTI PAS
SKEWER H M
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Spears are thrown as Zach sings the |last, |ong note.
Unintentionally, they stick in the wall formng a "spear-
case" up which Zach clinbs escaping the pursuing guards.
Bef ore he can get out of room Herodias catches him Her
eyes are the eyes of the Serpent.

HERCDI AS
|'ve heard of this mracle worker,
Jesus. All the people are talking
about him

The exhausted little man pulls a sheaf of parchment from his
cl ot hes.

ZACH
|'ve been following H s every nove,
your highness. Everything He does--
| wite it down. Here. See?

He shoves the papers to Herodias who stares at them
HERCDI AS

Let himkeep follow ng this Jesus.
| want to know nore

ZACH
You'l |l know every time He sneezes.
You'll know Hi s every wheeze.

HEROD ANTI PAS
ALL RIGHT. YOU TALK TO MJCH.  GET
TO VWORK.

Herod boots himfromthe room
EXT. A HLL IN GALILEE -- N CGHT

Jesus and his followers are seated around a canp fire. There
are eleven nen. The wonen disciples are nearby. These

i ncl ude JOHANNA, A weal thy woman who hel ps pay expenses and
ot her, younger wonen |ike ANNA, Peter's wi fe and RACHEL, the
not her of Janes and John. Quietly, Jesus talks to themall.

JESUS
|'ve chosen each one of you to be
servants of ny Kingdom But, you
twelve nmen wll be ny specia
messengers to the world. You'l
tell people everywhere what you see
and hear.

He | ooks at each man as He says his nane.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Si non, Andrew, Janes and John, Philip,
Bart hol omew, Thonas and Matt hew,

( MORE)
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JESUS (CONT' D)
Janmes, the son of Al phaeus, Sinon,
t he Zeal ot, and Judas, the son of
Jarmes.

Si non has been counti ng.

SI MON
But, Master, that's only el even.

Suddenly, a figure wal ks out of the darkness into the
firelight. He bows before Jesus. This is JUDAS | SCARI OT.

JUDAS
Teacher, |1've been watching you. W
name i s Judas Iscariot. |If you're
| ooking for a twelfth man,
volunteer. | have many skills. [|I'm

good at handl i ng noney.

Jesus | ooks at himlong and hard...then..

JESUS
Wel cone, Judas. There's a speci al
pl ace for you. |[|'ve been waiting

for you to cone.

Smling, Judas sits dowm with the other disciples. Jesus
continues staring at him

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. A HLL IN GALILEE -- MORNI NG

The di sci pl es awaken. The canp fire has gone out. John
| ooks down the hillside. To his anmazenent, thousands of
peopl e are gathering. He awakens Jesus.

JOHN THE DI SCl PLE
Master, the crowds have found us.

Slowy, Jesus gets up and | ooks out at the people.

JOHN THE DI SCI PLE ( CONT' D)
They nust have travel ed half the
night to get here.

JESUS
They're |i ke sheep wi thout a shepherd.
(beat)
Wake t he ot hers.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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EXT. A HLL IN GALILEE -- LATER

The sun is getting lowin the sky. Jesus is walking anong
t he people teaching them Zach is in the crowd close to
Jesus. This tinme he's disguised as a shepherd with a short,
crooked staff.

JESUS
Everyone in the world wants to be
happy and bl essed. Do you want to
know what God says about it?
(beat)

You're bl essed when you're at the
end of your rope. Wth less of you,
there is nore of God and Hi s rule.

As Jesus wal ks al ong he passes a very poor man. He smles
at him The man sm |l es back. Though he is poor, there is
joy in his eyes.

JESUS (CONT' D)
You' re bl essed when you feel you
have | ost what is npbst dear to you.
Only then can you be enbraced by the
One nost dear to you

Jesus turns and | ooks straight into Zach's eyes. Zach stares
up at him but he can't quite hold his gaze.

JESUS (CONT' D)
You' re bl essed when you're content
with just who you are--no nore no
| ess. That's the nonent you find
yoursel f the proud owner of everything
that can't be bought.

He sees a little boy with a basket wwth a few pieces of bread
and fish init.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
You' re bl essed when you' ve worked up
a good appetite for God. He's food
and drink in the best neal you'l
ever eat.

Jesus sees a young woman who's taking care of a very old
worran.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
You' re bl essed when you care. At

the nonment of being 'care-full' you
find yourselves cared for.
(beat)

You' re bl essed when you get your

i nside world--your heart and m nd- -
put right. Then you can see God in
t he outside worl d.
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He wal ks up to a soldier in the crowd.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
You' re bl essed when you can show
peopl e how to cooperate instead of
conpete or fight. That's when you
di scover who you really are, and
your place in God's famly.

He | ooks out over the nultitude.

JESUS ( CONT' D)

You' re bl essed when your commit nent
to God provokes persecution. The
persecution drives you even deeper
into God' s kingdom

(beat)
You're here to be salt-seasoning
that brings out the CGod-flavors of
this earth. You're here to be light,
bringi ng out the God-colors in the
world. God is not a secret to be
kept. We're going public with this,
as public as a city on a hill.

(The Message Bi bl e)

Jesus turns and wal ks back to the top of the hill. The people
begin to talk anong thensel ves about what they' ve heard.
Mat t hew conmes to Jesus.

MATTHEW
Master, the people are hungry and
it's getting late. Send them away
to the villages so they can buy food.

JESUS
They don't need to go anywhere. You
gi ve them sonething to eat.

Matt hew stares at HHmin amazenment. Suddenly, the little
boy with the basket of food wal ks up and tugs at Matthew s
cl oak. He turns.

LI TTLE BOY
Jesus can have ny | unch

Jesus smles at him

JESUS
Thank you.

The little boy smles and runs off. Matthew takes the basket
and stares at it.
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MATTHEW
(glunly) _ _ _
Sone bread and a little bit of fish.
VWhat good is this?
(staring out the crowd)
There nust be five thousand nen here
not i ncluding wonen and chil dren.

JESUS
Gve it to nme and get the disciples.

Mat t hew hands hi mthe basket. Jesus turns to the crowd.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
| want all of you to sit down and
pray with ne.

The crowd obeys. Taking the bread and fish, He holds them
up to Heaven.

JESUS (CONT' D)
Thank you, Father, for food fromthe
earth. Bread fromfields of wheat
and fish from Your m ghty waters.
Al'l good things conme from Your Hand.

Then, He starts breaking the food into pieces and handing to
his men and wonen followers to distribute. As He breaks the
pi eces the food nultiplies in H's hands. The crowd is amazed.

OLD MAN
VWhat's he doing? Were's the food
com ng fronf

OLD WOVAN
| don't know, but there's nore and
nmore of it.

The disciples begin handing it out. Al
being fed. As Jesus feeds them He is
cries out.

| the thousands are

filled with joy. He
JESUS

PEOPLE OF THE WORLD WORRY ABOUT

EVERYTH NG VWHERE THEY W LL LI VE,

VWHAT THEY W LL EAT, WHAT THEY W LL

VEAR. BUT | TELL YOU I N THE KI NGDOM

OF HEAVEN THERE' S NO PLACE FOR WORRY.

DON T YOU SEE HOW GOD CAN SUPPLY

YOUR NEEDS? THE WHOLE WORLD BELONGS

TOHM SO, DON' T WORRY ABOUT VWHAT

YOU RE GO NG TO EAT OR DRI NK OR WEAR

SEARCH FI RST FOR THE KI NGDOM OF MY

FATHER AND H S HOLY VAY OF LI VI NG

AND EVERYTHI NG YOU NEED W LL BE G VEN

TO YQU
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There's nore than enough food for everyone. As Zach stuffs
himself with fish he nmunbl es:

ZACH
The good bad news gets worse and
better. But how am | gonna expl ain
this to the king?

As the people eat, Jesus wal ks anong t hem

JESUS
Do you want to know what your Heavenly
Father is like? Listen to this story.
Once there was a weal thy man who had
two sons. The younger one was
rebel l i ous and never stopped getting
into trouble. One day he cane to
his father...

| NTERCUT scenes fromthe story.
I NT. A JEW SH HOMVE -- DAY

A handsone teenage boy (THE PRODI GAL SON) wal ks up to his
father who is sitting at a table witing on a parchnent.

PRODI GAL SON
Look, I'msick of arguing with you
all the tinme. You don't have any
right to judge the way | live. And

you' re never gonna change ny m nd
about anything. When you die, | get
hal f your noney. So, why don't you
give it to me nowand I'll just |eave.

As the father | ooks up at him there are tears in his eyes.
EXT. A HLL IN GALI LEE -- CONTI NUOUS

JESUS
Wth great sadness, the father gave
t he young man his part of the
i nheritance. He took it and went to
a far country where he wasted it on
dri nki ng and prostitutes.

INT. INN -- N GHT

Raucous mnmusic is playing. The young man i s drunk and
surrounded with beautiful wonen. Wile one of thementices
him another steals his purse.

JESUS (V.QO)
But soon, his wealth was gone. A
fam ne canme to that country and he
had nothing to eat.
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EXT. PI G FARM -- DAY

The young man, now dressed in rags, and starving wal ks toward
a filthy pig farm

JESUS (V.QO)
He took a job with a farnmer feeding
husks to pigs.

EXT. PIG STY -- DAY
Covered wth nmud, the young man feeds the hogs.

JESUS (V. Q)
After awhile, he was so hungry that
he wi shed he could eat what the pigs
wer e eati ng.

Tears run down the young man's filthy cheeks.

PRODI GAL SON

(to hinself)
My father's servants live better
than this. At l|least they have food
and clothes. [|'ll go hone and say
to him 'l've sinned against you and
| don't have any right to be called
your son. Let ne be one of your
servants. |'ll work in your house
for food.'

EXT. A H LL I N GALI LEE -- CONTI NUOUS

JESUS
So, he started hone. But, do you
know what happened? All this tine
his father had been waiting for him
to conme back...watching for himevery
day.

EXT. A JEWSH HOVE -- DAY

The father stands out in front of his honme, |ooking off toward
the horizon.

JESUS (V.QO)
Finally, he saw hima | ong way off.

As the old man stares, suddenly, his eyes are filled with
joy. In the distance, he sees his son com ng down the road.
Wth a cry, he runs toward him

JESUS (V. Q) (CONT' D)
He ran and threw his arns around
hi m

The father hugs his filthy son. Both of themare crying.
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JESUS (V. Q) (CONT' D)
The young man asked to be forgiven
and wanted to becone one of his

father's servants. Instead, his dad
gave him a beautiful robe and threw
a party.

I NT. A JEWSH HOMVE -- DAY

In the honme, there is singing and dancing. Waring a
beauti ful robe, the son stands with his father. He's clean
and smling. Al of the anger and rebellion are gone. As
he | ooks at his son, the father's face is filled with |ove.

JESUS (V. Q)
He told everyone, 'My son who was
dead to ne is alive. He's returned
and |1'm so happy.'

EXT. A HLL I N GALI LEE -- CONTI NUOUS

As Jesus wal ks through the crowd, people have tears in their
eyes.

JESUS
That's what your Father in Heaven is
like. That's the way He | oves you
and waits for you to cone to Hm
He's calling to you right now.

Jesus begi ns singing:

JESUS ( CONT' D)
When you're blinded by the w nds of
dust
Come to nme, cone to ne any tine
When friends have betrayed your sol emm
trust
Come to nme, cone to ne any tine

Jesus puts his armaround a teenage boy who is crying.

JESUS (CONT' D)
Bridled and bl own by the w nds of
the world
Abandoned, bruised and tossed
Defiled and thrown, in a stormyou
were hurl ed
Now naked and | onely and | ost

He takes the hand of lonely teenage girl in both of his and
smles down at her.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
When you need a rescue, |I'll be your
hi di ng pl ace

( MORE)
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Come to nme, cone to ne any tine
When your dream s been shattered,
"Il be your saving grace
Come to nme, cone to ne any tine

He opens his arns to the nultitude.

JESUS (CONT' D)
You'll find ny arns open when you
return
| won't give up on you
|'d exchange ny life for you to learn
No matter what you' ve been through

Surrender you heart filled with scars
of sorrow

Come to nme, cone to ne any tine

Not just for a day, but for every

t omor r ow

Come to nme, cone to ne any tine

The crowd is deeply noved.

JESUS (CONT' D)
| am here, cone to ne
| am here, here for you, cone to ne
Come to nme, cone to ne any tine.

As Jesus finishes, a nmessenger cones running up to H m
Zach is cl ose by.

MESSENGER
Teacher, | need to talk to you.

Jesus turns toward him
MESSENGER ( CONT' D)

| have bad news. John, the Baptizer
has been killed. Herod cut off his

head.
Zach | ooks stunned. Tears well in Jesus' eyes.
JESUS
(quietly)

John has gone honme to ny Father's
Kingdom O all the nmen who've ever
been born there was never a prophet
i ke him

Hi s di sci pl es have gat her ed.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
(to his disciples)
| need tine alone to pray.
( MORE)

60.
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JESUS (CONT' D)
Go across the lake. 1'll neet you
on the other side.

Jesus wal ks away.
EXT. A FI SH NG BOAT ON THE SEA OF GALILEE -- N GHT

A stormis raging. Lightning and thunder crash. The waves
are huge. The disciples are in a boat pulling hard on the
oars. They're terrified. Water roars over them drenching
themto the skin. Sinon yells out:

SI MON
PULL HARDER OR WE' RE NOT GONNA NMAKE
I T.
(beat)
OH, GOD, HELP US.

Suddenly, one of the disciples points.

JAMES
LOOK OVER THERE.

In the distance, walking on the water is an eerie, glow ng

figure. It looks like a ghost and it's comng toward them
ANDREW
TS A GHOST. WE RE ALL GO NG TO
Dl E.

Si non st ares.

SI MON
THAT' S NOT A GHOST.

Then, they hear Jesus' voice calling:

JESUS
DON' T BE AFRAID. |IT IS |

SI MON
(yel 1'i ng)
LORD, IF IT S REALLY YOU, TELL ME TO
COVE QUT ON THE WATER

JESUS
COME.

Sinon steps out of the boat. To his amazenent, he finds
hi rsel f wal king on the waves. He | aughs and shouts:

SI MON
HEY, LOOK AT THIS. [|'M WALKI NG ON
WATER



62.

But, then, a strange, queasy | ook cones to his face. The
waves are gigantic. Though he's wal king on the water, he's
movi ng up and down with it.

SI MON ( CONT' D)
What am | doing? AM I CRAZY? PEOPLE
CAN T WALK ON WATER

Instantly, he starts to sink.

SI MON ( CONT' D)
(scream ng)
MASTER, SAVE ME!

Jesus is right above him He takes his hand and pulls him
up.
JESUS

Where's your faith? Wy did you
start doubting?

Together, they clinb back into the boat. Jesus raises his
hands to the storm

JESUS ( CONT' D)
PEACE, BE STILL.

Instantly, the stormdies to a dead calm A full noon peeks
out fromthe clouds. The disciples stare at himin awe.

MAT THEW
Surely, you are the Son of Cod.

EXT. ROAD QUTSI DE VI LLAGE OF BETHANY -- DAY

A man staggers along a dusty road headi ng toward a near by
village. H's face is pale. He's covered with sweat and is
very ill. This is LAZARUS

EXT. HOVE I N BETHANY -- LATER

Lazarus collapses in the open door to his honme. H's two
sisters, MARY and MARTHA OF BETHANY rush out to him

MARTHA OF BETHANY
LAZARUS, what's w ong.

LAZARUS
Very sick. Terrible pain.

They help himinto the house..
| NT. LAZARUS BEDROOM -- CONTI NUOQUS

...and to his bed.
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MARY OF BETHANY
W' ve got to get a doctor

LAZARUS
wn't help. ['m..dying.

MARTHA OF BETHANY
(in tears)
Ch, dear Lord..

LAZARUS
Get Jesus.

MARTHA OF BETHANY
But, He's all the way up in Galil ee.
That's three days journey.

MARY OF BETHANY
We'll send for H manyway. Lazarus
is Hs friend. He'll cone.

Mary rushes fromthe room
EXT. FOREST PATH NEAR MI. HERMON -- DAY

Jesus and H s nmen and wonen disciples stand at the foot of
the tallest nountain is Israel. He turns to H s cl osest
friends, Sinon, Janes and John and says:

JESUS
The three of you walk with nme for a
l[ittle while. The rest wait here.

The four begin to walk up a path toward the steep sl ope.
EXT. NEAR SUM T OF MI. HERMON -- LATER

Jesus, Sinon, James and John are high up the nountain path
al nost at the sunmt. Jesus is wal king ahead. Suddenly,

t he disci ples hear strange and wonderful singing. At first,
it's like a whisper on the w nd.

JOHN THE DI SCI PLE
You hear sonet hi ng?

JAMES
Yeah. 1t's singing.
(beat)
Were's it comng fronf

They ook up. It's the mddle of the day, but the sun has
growmn dim They can see stars. The top of the nountain is
covered with mst. As Jesus walks in front of them He begins
to change. Hi s face shines |ike the sun and H s cl ot hes
beconme as white as light. The disciples are like nen in a
dream The singing is louder. [It's the voices of angels.



64.

When they reach the top two shimrering figures appear wal ki ng
toward Jesus. One carries a scroll, the other stone tablets.
The man with the scroll is ELIJAH and the man with the tablets
is MOSES. In awe, Janes whispers:

JAMES ( CONT' D)
The scroll of a prophet and the stone
tablets of the Law. Could they be
Elijah and Moses?

The shimering figures speak to Jesus:

ELI JAH
Lord, the tine that we prophets
foretold is al nbst here.

MOSES
Greatest King, are you ready to | ay
down your life as a sacrifice to pay
the penalty for God's broken |aws?

JESUS
(quietly)
| am

Suddenly, Sinon bunbles up to Jesus and blurts out.

SI MON
(his eyes dazzl ed)
Lord, it's great to be here. 1've

got an idea. Wy don't we put up
three little shrines--one for you,
one for Mses and one for Elijah?

Instantly, a glistening cloud filled with lightning swirls
around them Mses and Elijah vanish away. The disciples
fall face down on the ground. A deep Voice fromthe heart
of the universe runbles |ike thunder.

PERSON OF LI GHT (O. S.)
TH'S IS MY SON, WHOM | LOVE. LI STEN
ONLY TO H M

As they lie trenbling with their faces in the dirt, suddenly,
t he di sciples hear Jesus' quiet voice.

JESUS
Get up. Don't be afraid.

They raise their heads. The cloud is gone and they are al one
wth Hm Jesus | ooks conpletely normal. Slowy, they rise
to their feet.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Don't tell anyone what you've seen
until 1've been raised fromthe dead.
( MORE)
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JESUS ( CONT' D)
Come, let's go back down. Qur friends
are waiting.

EXT. ROAD THROUGH GALI LEE -- DAY

A young man runs along a road in Galilee. This is MARK
Qut of breath, he stops a group of travelers.

MARK
" m | ooking for Jesus, the teacher.
Have you seen Hi n?

TRAVELER
We passed hi myesterday norning. He
was goi ng toward Mount Her non.

The man points toward the nountain in the distance.

MARK
Thanks.
The young man runs on.
EXT. DARK, FORBIDDI NG FOREST -- DAY

Jesus wal ks ahead of H s men and wonen followers. They are
nmovi ng through an eerie forest. Huge vines choke the trees.
Zach, "canoufl aged" with branches and weeds is stunbling
along, trying to keep out of sight. Stormclouds are rising
in the sky. Thunder runbles. Suddenly, a huge, slithering
shadow becones visible. It craws through the vines, keeping
pace with the group. Abruptly, Jesus turns toward them

Hi s eyes are piercing.

JESUS
TELL ME, WHO DO MEN SAY THAT | AM?

MAT THEW
Sone say, John the Baptizer cone
back to life.

JOHANNA, one of the wonen foll owers speaks up.

JOHANNA
A l ot of people think you're one of
t he ancient prophets like Elijah or
Jerem ah.

JESUS
But who do you say that | anf

Sinmon is walking with his wfe.
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SI MON
(bol dly)
You're the Messiah, the King, the
Son of the Living God.

JESUS
Sinon, ny Father in Heaven has
revealed this to you. Fromthis
nonent, | change your name to Peter
the stone. On this rock I will build
my Church and the gates of hell won't
stand against it.

There is a crash of thunder. Not far away, where only Jesus
can see, the huge, black shadow of the serpent slides toward
t hem t hrough the vegetation. Jesus grows very sol em.

JESUS (CONT' D)
We're going to Jerusalemfor the
Passover Feast. Terrible things

wi |l happen to ne there. [|'m going
to be tortured and killed. But, on
the third day, I'll rise again.

Sinon Peter stares at Jesus. Behind Peter, unseen by any of

t hem except Jesus rises the shadow of the giant Serpent, the
Dar k Angel Satan. The shadow whispers in Peter's ear. Peter
blurts out:

SI MON PETER
Never, Lord. Terrible things |ike
that won't ever happen to you.

Jesus stares through Peter toward the shadowy nonster behind
hi m

JESUS
GET AVWAY FROM ME, SATAN. YQU CARE
NOTHI NG ABOUT GOD' S PLANS

Wth a | ook of rage, the serpent vanishes |ike snoke. Peter
is dunfounded. It begins to rain.

EXT. MAIN ROAD I N GALI LEE -- DAY
The rain is falling harder. Jesus and His followers are

wal king down a main road. Suddenly, the young man Mark runs
up to them

MARK
(out of breath)
Jesus, Master, |'ve been | ooking for

you everywhere.

Jesus puts his hand on his shoul der.
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JESUS
Mar k, what's wrong?

MARK
Mary and Martha sent nme. Lazarus is
sick and dying. They beg you to
cone.

JESUS
(calmy)
Go back and tell theml1'll get there
as soon as | can.

MARK
Yes, Master.

The young man begi ns running back the way he cane. Jesus
conti nues wal king at the sane pace through the rain.

EXT. JERUSALEM -- N GHT

Moonl i ght shines down on the beautiful, white city of
Jerusalem In the Tenple, torches are burning.

I NT. COURT OF THE CHI EF PRI EST -- N GHT

A group of priests is having a secret neeting. Seated in a
raised chair in all of his robes is the Chief Priest. Above
them unseen in the shadows around the ceiling, is the vague,
snoky formof the Geat Serpent. |Its evil eyes stare down.

PRI EST #1
| tell you, he's a troubl e-nmaker.
It was bad enough when he stayed in
Galilee. But now, he's on his way
to Jerusalem The fanatics think

he's the Messi ah. | f violence breaks
out the Ronans will take it out on
us.

CH EF PRI EST
How do you know he's com ng here?

PRI EST #2
Herod has a spy who follows himevery
day. CQur spies have talked to him

CH EF PRI EST
Vll, what are we going to do about
this? W can't let this ridiculous
carpenter endanger our position with
t he Romans.

PRI EST #3
What ever we do, we've got to be
car ef ul

( MORE)
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PRI EST #3 ( CONT' D)
Crowds follow himeverywhere. And
there'll be even nore people here
for the Passover.

PRI EST #1
Right in the mddle of our feast
he' || probably start forgiving sins.

CH EF PRI EST
TH' S BLASPHEMY MUST STOP!

A SCRI BE speaks up.

SCRI BE
One of his followers is a man naned
Judas. | know him Al he cares
about is noney. He was fired as a
book keeper for stealing. |'msure
the only reason he's with this fanatic
is to get rich

CH EF PRI EST
Well, if it's noney he wants, talk
to him |If he helps us, we'll nmake
it worth his while.

EXT. H LLS QUTSI DE OF JERUSALEM -- MORNI NG

Jesus and His followers are comng closer to Jerusalem The
crowds with HHmare growing large. As he wal ks al ong,
suddenly, a woman in black, nmourning robes rushes up and
kneels before Hm It's Martha and she's sobbi ng.

MARTHA OF BETHANY
Lord, you've taken so long to get
here. M brother Lazarus is dead.
| f you' d been here, you could' ve
heal ed him

JESUS

(gently)
Martha, listen to Me. | amthe
Resurrection and the Life. Anyone
who believes in nme will |live, even
if he dies. And whoever |ives and
puts his faith in Me wll never die.

(beat)
Do you believe this?

MARTHA OF BETHANY
(w t hout much hope)
Yes, Lord, whatever you say. You're
t he Messiah, the Son of God.
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JESUS
CGet your sister Mary and neet ne at
t he tonb.

EXT. PLACE OF THE TOWVBS -- LATER

Foll oned by a | arge crowd, Jesus enters a desol ate valley
filled wwth tonb-caves carved into the rocks. Martha and
Mary join him Both are sobbing.

JESUS
(with a heavy heart)
Where have you laid hinP

MARY

(poi nti ng)
Over here.

They show hima tonb with a | arge stone rolled over the
entrance. Jesus stands in front of it. Tears stream down
hi s cheeks.

JESUS
Have them t ake away the stone.

MARY
But, Master, he's been buried four
days. There'll be a terrible odor.

JESUS
Didn't | tell you that if you believed
you woul d see the glory of God?

Sinon Peter and sone of the disciples roll the stone away
reveal ing the dark entrance to a cavern. Jesus |l ooks up to
Heaven and begins to pray.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Fat her, | thank You that You have
heard nme. You al ways hear ne.

Then, He calls out in a | oud voice:

JESUS ( CONT' D)
LAZARUS. . . COVE OUT!

| NT. BURI AL CAVE -- CONTI NUOUS

I nside the dark cave, the dead body of Lazarus |ies w apped
in grave clothes. His face is not visible. Suddenly, there
is the whispering song of angels. |In the center of his chest
appears a pinpoint of brilliant light. The singing grows

| ouder. Slowy, the light fills his entire body. Then, it
fades away. For a nonent, he lies as notionless as before.
Then. .. he noves.
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EXT. BURI AL CAVE -- MOMENTS LATER

Qutside the cave, the people wait, breathlessly. Zach is
anong them staring at the entrance to the tonb. Then, in
t he darkness there appears a white form..slowy wal ki ng
toward them The crowd is terrified. The figure cones to
the entrance and stops.

JESUS
Unbi nd him

Wth wde, fearful eyes, Mary and Martha walk up to their
brother. Wth trenbling hands, they begin to pull the

bi ndi ngs away from his head. Suddenly, his face becones
visible. Lazarus is totally healthy. He |ooks at them and

| aughs joyfully. The crowd goes wild. The joy of his sisters
knows no bounds. Sobbing, they hug and kiss him Jesus is

| aughing too. Zach isn't laughing. He's conpletely blown
awnay.

EXT. MAIN GATE OF JERUSALEM -- DAY

A huge crowd is gathered. They're waving pal m branches and
crying out:

VO CES | N THE CROAD
HAIL! HAIL TO THE MESSI AH.  HAIL TO
OUR KING  BLESSED | S HE WHO COMES
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.

Jesus is riding through the cromd on a donkey, down a pat hway
of pal m branches. Several of the priests stand on a wall
wat chi ng everything. Wth angry |ooks, they turn away.

EXT. MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE TEMPLE -- DAY

The cheering crowd is still followi ng as Jesus wal ks up toward
the main entrance to the Tenple.

EXT. TEMPLE OUTER COURT -- MOMENTS LATER

The outer court of the tenple has been turned into a cattle
mar ket. Peopl e are haggling over the prices of calves, |anbs
and doves to be used for sacrifices. 1In silence, Jesus enters
and stands watching. As he watches, he plaits a whip out of
several cords. Suddenly, he cries out:

JESUS
IT 1S WITTEN, My HOUSE WLL BE CALLED
A HOUSE OF PRAYER  BUT, YQU HAVE
MADE | T I NTO A DEN OF THI EVES.

Rushing into the courtyard, He turns over the tables of the
nmoney changers. He releases the animals and drives them

out. In a few nonents, everything turns to chaos. The people
cheer. But, the priests who are watching, are enraged.
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At the edge of the crowd stands Judas. The scribe who spoke
in the secret neeting noves up to himand whispers:

SCRI BE
Hel | o, Judas.

Judas turns and | ooks at him

SCRI BE ( CONT' D)
Your new teacher is not a w se nan.
He's maki ng powerful enem es.
Trouble's comng. But, you' re no

fool. Wiy don't you cone and tal k
with us? There mght be a nice
reward.

Judas' eyes are filled with interest. The scribe noves away.
EXT. MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE TEMPLE -- LATER

Fol | owed by Hi s disciples, Jesus wal ks out the front gate of
the tenple. Andrew | ooks up at the beautiful building.

ANDREW
Master, isn't the tenple beautiful ?
Just look at it.

JESUS
Yes, look at it. In the future, not
one stone wll be left on another.
Every one of themw Il be thrown

down.
H s foll owers are shocked.

ANDREW
Lord, when will this happen?

Jesus wal ks on in silence. John steps up beside H m

JOHN THE DI SCI PLE
Master, what will be the sign of
your com ng and the end of history?

Jesus turns and |l ooks at him H's eyes are strange and
power f ul .

JESUS
Wat ch out that no one fools you.
Many will come in ny nanme saying
they are the "Christ" and they'l|
decei ve | arge nunbers of people.
You'll hear of wars and runors of
wars. There'll be fam nes and
eart hquakes in many places. Al of
these are |li ke | abor pains before a
child is born.
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JESUS ( CONT' D)
Before | conme again, the good news
of ny kingdomw || be preached al
over the world and anyone who believes
inme wll be hated by every nation.

Hs followers stare at him

JESUS (CONT' D)

When you tell people that you're ny
followers they'll torture you and
put you to death. Wen the end is
very near many false 'Christs' and
prophets will appear perform ng great
m racl es.

(beat)
Don't put your faith in any of them

CU JESUS EYES

He is seeing the future.

EXT. DARK SKY -- N GHT
A huge bolt of lightning crackles across a bl ack sky.
roars. |In the darkness hangs a full noon.

JESUS (V. Q)

My true comng wll be like Iightning
that flashes fromeast to west.
Everyone wll see it.

SUPERI MPCSE JESUS' FACE AS HE SPEAKS.

JESUS (CONT' D)
Those days wll be terrible. The
sun will be darkened and the npon
will lose it's light.

The noon turns a hideous, deep, bl ood-red.
JESUS ( CONT' D)

The stars will fall and the heavenly
bodies will be shaken.
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Thunder

The sky is filled with thousands of streaking, shooting stars
falling to earth. Then, one great star appears, burning
with eternal Light noving closer and closer to the planet.

JESUS (CONT' D)
My sign wll appear in the sky and
all the nations of the earth wll
mourn. They'll see Me comi ng on the
cl ouds with power and great glory.

( MORE)



JESUS (CONT' D)
My angels wll gather My people from
all over the world.

EXT. STREET LEADI NG FROM THE TEMPLE -- CONTI NUOUS
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The disciples are staring at Hmin wonder as Jesus continues
speaki ng.

Jesus wal ks on. Judas is at the back of the group.

JESUS

When | cone again, it will be as it
was in the days of Noah, just before
the great flood covered everything.
Peopl e thought they were safe. But
they were all destroyed.

(beat)
So, keep watch and be faithful,
because you don't know on what day
"Il return.

Johanna takes his arm

They nove

J OHANNA
Judas, can | talk to you for a mnute?

off alone to the side of the street.

JUDAS
VWat is it, Johanna?

JOHANNA
As you know, |'ve been giving noney
to help the work. This norning |
checked the purse and ny | atest gift
IS gone. Have you seen it?

Judas shakes his head.

JUDAS

Maybe sonebody gave it to the poor.
JOHANNA

They didn't. 1've talked to everyone.

Thi s has happened three tinmes since
you' ve been handling the noney.

JUDAS
What are you saying--that |'ve been
stealing it?

JOHANNA
No. But after the Passover |'m going
to tell the Master about the | oss.

Suddenl vy,

She wal ks away. Trying to control his rage, Judas stares

after

her.
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I NT. COURT OF THE CHI EF PRI EST -- LATER

The scribe and several of the priests are in their chanber.
Judas is wth them

JUDAS
Look, if you try to capture Hmwhile
He's with the crowds, you'll start a
riot.

SCRI BE
So, what do you suggest?

JUDAS
| know where He goes to be al one.

SCRI BE
If you help us, we'll make it worth

your while.

The scribe holds up a bag of nobney. Judas smles and reaches
for it. Wien he grasps it, his eyes becone |ike those of
t he serpent.

JUDAS
Toni ght, he'll eat the Passover with
his followers, then, he'll go off to

pray. Have your soldiers ready.
EXT. JERUSALEM STREET -- DAY

Jesus wal ks down a Jerusalem street. The crowds are al
around him The people are joyful. As He noves al ong they
reach out trying to touch His robe, to be near Hm

VO CES | N THE CROAD
MASTER. GOD BLESS YQU, MASTER
PRAI SE TO GOD THAT YOU VE COVE
OVER HERE, TEACHER. LOOK AT ME.
OVER HERE.

Jesus touches them blessing them smling on them

JESUS
(one after the other)
The Lord be with you...The Lord bl ess
you...You are healed -- go and sin
no nore... My the Father be your
hope and strength..Trust in the Lord
your Cod. ..

A glowng smle cones to the face of everyone He touches.
Zach is hiding in a wagon of hay, trying to see it all.
But, suddenly, froma side street cones the sound of
scream ng. The crowd stops and | ooks.



75.

A group of priests is dragging a terrified, YOUNG WOVAN t oward
Jesus. She's dishevel ed and barely clothed. The crowd parts
as they throw her down in front of Hm She crouches in the
dirt, trenbling and crying. An old man who is the LEADER of
the group confronts Jesus. His eyes are filled with hate.

LEADER
(sneering)
So, great teacher, welcone to
Jerusalem We've heard that you're
a holy man who al ways does what's
right. Well, here's a little problem
for you.

He stares down at the young wonman as though she were a lizard
crawl i ng on the ground.

LEADER ( CONT' D)
This..."woman"...was caught with a
man who isn't her husband. Now, the
Law of Mbses conmands us to stone
her to death. But what do you say?

Jesus stares at the nmen. They're all carrying | arge rocks.
Then, He | ooks down at the young wonan. Her eyes neet His.
She's terrified. But as she | ooks up at Hm she's never
seen such | ove and ki ndness. She drops her head and cries
i n shane.

Wt hout speaking, Jesus walks in front of the priests, bends
down and begins witing in the dirt. Then, he stares at
t hem

JESUS
Wi chever one of you | eads a sinless
life, go ahead and throw the first
st one.

One by one, Jesus turns his gaze on each of the nen. It's
as though He can see into their hearts. They can't quite
ook at Hm One by one, they drop the stones and wal k away.

As Zach watches, he wipes a tear fromhis eyes.

When the | ast of the nen is gone, Jesus turns to the young
woman and hel ps her get up.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Young woman, where did they go?
Doesn't anyone condemn you?

Fearful ly, she | ooks around and is anazed.

YOUNG WOVAN
They' re gone.
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Then, | won't condemm you either.
Your Father in Heaven | oves you.

and sin no nore.

An incredible sense of freedomfills her

Then, she begins trying to foll ow Jesus.

YOUNG WOVAN
(si ngi ng)
Was it ny tears or ny perfune
That drew H m near
Was it ny hungry heart
That brought H m here

Hi s tenderness saw ny disqgui se,

Saw the light here in ny eyes,

took nmy pain and nmade it di sappear
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Go

heart. She smles
and wi pes away the tears. The crowd begi ns cheering. Jesus
wal ks on. Sonme of the wonen disciples take the young wonman
in their arms. They wap a beautiful stole around her.

He

The disciples and the crowd press close to Hm The young
woman tries to get near, but it's not easy.

YOUNG WOMVAN ( CONT' D)

s it what He said that gave ne

Hope again

And saved nme fromthis living
Death I'min

| am broke, no defense, while
O hers stole ny innocence, He
Took ne to a place |I've never
Been

She passes sone of the nen who accused her.

She keeps on follow ng Jesus.

YOUNG WOMVAN ( CONT' D)

Oh, He |l oves ne

He said He | oved ne for nyself
He saw right through ne,

How wel | He knew ne

Not |i ke the others who | oved ne

For thensel ves

She sees Jesus touching and heal i ng peopl e.
An old woman bent with arthritis. A man with a wthered
arm He brings themjoy. She wants to see it all.

YOUNG WOMVAN ( CONT' D)

He touched ny lonely heart, not

Wth H s hand
In a way that I wll never
Under st and

He reached inside ny soul, | was

| ost, but now |I'm whol e; just

in
Tinme, as if it all were planned

They gl are.

A blind child.
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As He continues down the street, the young woman slowy falls
back to the edge of the crowd. In reverie, she continues
her song.

YOUNG WOVAN ( CONT' D)
Ch, He | oves ne
He said He | oved nme for nyself
He saw right through nme, How wel |l
He knew e
Not |ike the rest who | oved ne
For thensel ves

She | ooks off toward H m

YOUNG WOVAN ( CONT' D)
The sunlight in the stormthat's
Unexpl ai ned
He took away the fears that had
Me bound and chai ned
He saw the truth and | was free,
He saw the real nme

In his continuing effort to get a clear view of Jesus, Zach
runs al ong behind the crowd. But, he's so short, he barely
gets a peek. Finally, he runs ahead and clinbs a tree.
When Jesus gets there, He wal ks straight over, |ooks up at
hi m and | aughs. Zach is freaked. Suddenly, he is face to
face with the One he's been spying on for so | ong.

JESUS
Zacheus, cone down fromthat tree?

ZACH
(utterly chagrined)
You. . . know nmy nane?

JESUS
O course, | know your nane. |'m
going to your house today.
ZACH
(amazed)
You' re goi ng where?
JESUS
To your house. It's alnost |unch

time and we're going to eat together.

Zach is so shocked that he falls out of the tree and | ands
in a heap at Jesus' feet. Everyone |aughs as Jesus hel ps
hi m up.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
(1 aughi ng)
Zach, you're a wonderful spy.
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I NT. ZACH S HOUSE -- LATER

Jesus, His disciples and a | arge group of Zacheus' friends
are gathered around a table eating lunch. Zach's put on a
big spread. He stands up in front of themall.

ZACH
Qui et, everybody, quiet. | have an
announcenent .

The crowd grows quiet. Zacheus turns to Jesus.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Lord...fromthis day on...no matter
what happens, |I'mfollow ng You.

Jesus smles. The group cheers.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Wait. That's not all. Here and now
| give half my possessions to the
poor. And if |I've cheated anybody
out of anything, |I'll pay back four
times the anount.

Anot her cheer.

JESUS
(smling)
Today the Ki ngdom of Heaven has cone
to this house. Zach is now a true
child of God. The reason I'min the
world is to find and save peopl e
just like him

EXT. HEROD S CASTLE -- N GHT
The king's voice is heard thundering frominside.

HEROD ANTI PAS (O.S.)
TH S |'S WHAT YOU HAVE TO REPORT?

| NT. HEROD' S THRONE ROOM -- NI GHT
In the throne room Herod has Zach by the throat.

HERCD ANTI PAS
(roaring)
THAT HE CAME TO YOUR HOUSE FOR LUNCH?
YOU RE SUPPCSED TO BE A SPY? WHAT
KIND OF SPYI NG I S THAT?

But there is a definite change in Zach. Though, the king is
shrieking two inches fromhis face, the little man i s not
cowering with fear. Herod can see the difference and it
shakes him He throws himdown. Zach stands up.
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ZACH
Your mgjesty, | did ny best, but no
one can hide from H m

HEROD ANTI PAS
| DON T WANT EXCUSES. THIS MAN I S
DANGEROUS. EVERYBODY' S TALKI NG ABOUT
H M

ZACH
(quietly)
My Lord, he's not trying to overthrow
you. He's a King, but H's Kingdom
isn't of this world.

HEROD ANTI PAS
WHAT OTHER WORLD | S THERE?

ZACH
Heaven. He's the King of Heaven.
He says that God | oved the world so
much that He sent H s only Son. And
whoever believes in Hmw || get
eternal life. But you' ve gotta stop
doing evil things and ask God's
forgi veness. That's how you get
into H s Kingdom

Herod is appall ed.

HEROD ANTI PAS
YOU FREAK, YOU SOUND LI KE JOHN THE
BAPTI ZER. DON T TELL ME YOU VE BECOME
ONE OF H' S FOLLOAERS

ZACH
(calmy)
| have. Wen He cane to ny house
for lunch today...| stopped being

af rai d.

HEROD ANTI PAS
GUARDS! GUARDS

The guards rush in.

HEROD ANTI PAS ( CONT' D)
GET TH' S FREAK OUT OF MY S| GHT!

They grab Zach and drag hi m awnay.

EXT. CASTLE OF HERCD ANTI PAS -- NI GHT

Carrying Zach |like a bag of garbage, the guards rush outside
the castle and boot himinto the noat. Zach |ands head first

in a nmd hole. Wen he pulls hinself out, he's covered with
filth, but he's laughing and he can't stop.
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Over and over he yells:

ZACH
I"MFREE...|"M FREE. . . |' M FREE. .

He's totally filled with joy.
| NT. UPPER ROOM -- NI GHT

In a large, upper roomin Jerusalema hundred candl es are
burning. But, they can't hold back the | oom ng darkness.
Jesus and his disciples are seated, eating the Passover
dinner. Judas is seated near Jesus. Jesus is very troubl ed.
H's followers can sense it and they're afraid.

JESUS
(quietly)
This is the night when Satan and his
ki ngdomw || take control. Before

this night is over one of you wll
betray ne to ny enemes. And it
woul d be better for that man if he
had never been born.

The nmen are amazed. They tal k anong thensel ves.

VO CES OF THE DI SCI PLES
Lord, what do you nean? Wo is it?
Master, is it me? Am| the one?

Slowy, Jesus dips bread into a bowl. Judas dips with him
and whi spers:

JUDAS
Surely, it isn't ne, Teacher.

Jesus stares at him

JESUS
What you're going to do--do it
qui ckly.

As Judas stares at Hm he becones frightened. For a split
second in his eyes flicker the eyes of the Serpent. Quickly,
he gets up and | eaves.

EXT. BACK STREET I N JERUSALEM -- N GHT

M st swirls around Judas as he strides through the darkness
of Jerusalem Torches on the walls flicker an evil light.
Shadows are all around in him \Wispering is everywhere.
The vermn of the city creep out of the sewers to watch him
pass. Their faces are |like denons. H's footsteps pound

| ouder. As Judas wal ks, crawing across the walls of the
bui |l di ngs beside himis the bl ack shadow of the G eat Serpent.
It blends with his own, grow ng nore and nore horrible.
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EXT. COURTYARD OF THE TEMPLE -- NI GHT

Fires are lit. Torches are burning. The drifting snoke is
like an evil sacrifice. A crowd of soldiers has gathered.
Wth themare sonme of the priests, including the scribe who
tal ked to Judas. They're waiting. Suddenly, Judas enters.
Hi s shadow | oons large. His voice is inhumanly deep as it
boons out:

JUDAS
GET READY! THE TI ME HAS ALMOST COME.

EXT. PATH QUTSIDE CI TY WALLS -- LATER
An evil nmoon shines down. Jesus and Hi s disciples have just

left the city. As they walk into the darkness, He talks to
t hem

JESUS
Inalittle while, all of you wll
desert Me and I'll be left alone.

The di sci pl es are shocked.
SI MON PETER
Never, Lord. 1'Ill die before I walk
away from You.

Jesus | ooks at him

JESUS
Before the rooster crows tonprrow
norni ng, you'll deny three tines

that you ever knew Me.
Peter is amazed.

SI MON PETER
That's inpossible! It just won't
happen.

VO CES OF THE DI SCI PLES
None of us'll |eave you, Lord. W're
gonna be here no matter what.

Jesus keeps on wal ki ng.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE -- LATER
Jesus and His disciples are in a beautiful garden on a
mount ai n sl ope overlooking the city. H's followers are al
asl eep. Sone of them are snoring. Jesus has gone apart to

pray alone. 1In a clearing, He kneels and lifts his hands to
Heaven.
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JESUS
Father, the tinme has cone. Qdorify
your Son that your Son may glorify
You with the glory W had before the
worl d began. Soon | will |eave the
world. Protect those who believe in
Me through the power of Your Nane.

EXT. JERUSALEM STREET -- N GHT

Down a street |eading out of the city noves a horde of
soldiers. Their feet pound on the stone pavenent. Judas is
in front of them Their torches glowlike tiny fires of
hell. Around themin the snoke rise hundreds of shadowy,
spirit faces -- the evil beings that fell from Heaven so

| ong ago. The Powers of Darkness are convergi ng.

EXT. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE -- NI GHT

Jesus is still praying. H's head is bowed. As He prays
silently, H's agony grows even greater. Huge drops of bl oody
sweat pour down Hi s face.

EXT. EDGE OF GETHSEMANE -- NI GHT

As the soldiers follow Judas into the trees, their torches
glow brighter. The eyes of Judas are the eyes of the Serpent.
In themis the lust for blood.

EXT. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE -- NI GHT
Jesus cries out in prayer:

JESUS
FATHER, ALL THE EVIL FROM THE
BEG NNI NG OF TIME | S ARCUND ME. .. AND
| TS BREAKI NG MY HEART. | F THERE S
SOVE OTHER WAY TO SAVE THE WORLD
PLEASE. . . KEEP ME FROM GO NG THROUGH

THI S HORROR
(beat)
But, not My wll...let Yours be done.

Suddenly, in the mst-filled garden He sees hundreds of
torches noving toward Hm Drifting above themare
supernatural faces of great evil. They're comng from
everywhere. He's being surrounded. Quickly, Jesus gets up
and wal ks over to Peter, Janes and John who are sl eeping.

JESUS ( CONT' D)

Are you still sleeping? Well, it's
time to get up. M betrayer has
cone.

The disciples junp up. They see the torches. The other
di sciples rush to join them Everyone but Jesus is confused.
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VO CES OF THE DI SCI PLES
VWHAT' S GO NG ON? VWO S COM NG?
RUNI  RUNI  NO THEY' RE EVERYWHERE

Peter draws his sword. Then, the soldiers arrive. The
di sci ples are surrounded. Judas wal ks up to Jesus and ki sses
H mon the cheek. But it's the kiss of the Serpent.

JUDAS
G eetings, Teacher.

SOLDI ER
THAT' S HM CGET H M

Instantly, Jesus' enemes nove to seize him Peter sw ngs
his sword and cuts off a nan's ear. Jesus cries out:

JESUS
PUT AWAY YOUR SWORD!

H's voice is filled wth such authority that everyone freezes.
Jesus touches the man's bl oody head and heals his ear.

JESUS (CONT' D)
Am | leading a rebellion that you
come out with swords and clubs to
capture Me? But this is taking place
that all the ancient prophecies m ght
be fulfill ed.

Judas smles. The soldiers grab Jesus. Terror sweeps over
H's followers. They run as the soldiers drag Jesus away.
When everyone is gone, suddenly, the trees are filled with
t housands of burni ng angels.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V.Q)
W were waiting in the trees. Ten
t housand angels ready to save H m
Qur swords were drawn. He knew it,
but He never called. It was the
ni ght of Satan...and the G eatest
Ki ng had chosen to die...alone.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. QUTER COURT OF THE TEMPLE -- N GHT

Torches are burning, but they bring little light. 1It's as

t hough the tenple is becom ng a place of the dead. Bl ack
snoke twists and swirls in the air. Chostly shadows with
flickering eyes crawl at the corners of vision. The vermn
of the universe have gathered here. This is their N ght of
Evil. Soldiers and servants are mlling about. Several
stand beside a large bonfire. Their faces are dark and
haunted. Peter skulks into the courtyard. Slowy, he creeps
t hrough the shadows up to the fire. He hugs hinself in the
cold and munbles to a TEMPLE SERVANT:
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SI MON PETER
Lot of soldiers here. What's goin'
on?

The servant stares at himw th narrow eyes.

TEMPLE SERVANT
They' ve caught Jesus the mracle
wor ker . . .
(beat)
But you should know all about it.
You're one of his followers.

Peter is aghast and terrified.

SI MON PETER
VWhat are you tal king about? | don't
even know t he man.

Qui ckly, he wal ks away.
| NT. COURT OF THE CHI EF PRI EST -- N GHT

This is the chanber of darkness. The roomis packed with
priests. Seated in his raised chair is the Chief Priest.
Jesus stands before himwth H s arnms bound behind H s back.
Slowy, He |ooks around. His eyes see beyond the walls.

The stone is |like snoke. Surrounding this "court” is an
infinity of horrible, shadow faces. These are the Fallen
Ones. The Lords of H gh Darkness. As they stare, they

whi sper and | augh with a mllion, echoing voices.

Behind the Chief Priest in a veil of m st towers the nost
terrifying face of all. 1It's covered with | eprous scal es
and its eyes burn with brinmstone and hate. It is Jesus
anci ent eneny, the Geat Fallen Angel.

CH EF PRI EST
(glaring at Jesus)
So, you're the carpenter who's been
causi ng so nuch trouble. You' ve
made many clainms, but now, it's tine
for the truth. Swear before the
Holy One. Are you the Messiah, the

Son of God?
JESUS
(calmy)
| am

He | ooks around at all of them

JESUS ( CONT' D)
And | say to all of you, in the future
you will see Me, sitting at the right
hand of God and com ng in the d ouds
of Heaven.
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Instantly, the cromd is in an uproar. The Chief Priest tears
his cl ot hes and screans:

CH EF PRI EST
BLASPHEMY!

Behind him the great face of Satan is |aughing.

CH EF PRI EST ( CONT' D)
H 'S OAN WORDS CONDEMN HIM  GET HI M
OUT OF WY SIGHT. TAKE H M TO HEROD.
HE CAN T BE ALLOWED TO LI VE.

EXT. STREET NEAR TEMPLE -- N GHT

The sol diers drag Jesus down a street near the tenple. The
danci ng shadow of the Serpent crawl s al ong beside them At
every corner drift whispering shadows. The Lords of Darkness
are overjoyed.

I NT. HEROD S THRONE ROOM -- LATER

Her od and Herodi as are seated on their thrones. Across the
wal I behind them weaves the m sty formof the Serpent. The
roomis filled with soldiers and priests. Jesus stands bound
before them al |

HEROD ANTI PAS

(sm rKking)
So, Jesus, the mracle worker. Water
to wine, blind nen that see. |'ve
heard all about you. |[|'ve been told

you' re the King of Heaven. But, you
don't look like a king. A king needs
a robe. G VE H M ONE!

A sol dier drapes Jesus with a purple table cloth. Herod
| aughs.

HEROD ANTI PAS ( CONT' D)
That's nmuch better. Now, great King,
do sone tricks for us. Float up in
the air. Turn this roominto gold.
Then, 1'l1 believe in you.

Jesus remains silent and does nothing. Herod rushes up to
Hi m and screans:

HEROD ANTI PAS ( CONT' D)
DID YOU HEAR ME? | WANT TO SEE A
TRICK AND | WANT TO SEE | T NOW

Still, Jesus doesn't answer. Herod grows nore enraged.

HEROD ANTI PAS ( CONT' D)
YOU REFUSE THE COMMAND OF YOUR Kl NG?
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He strikes Jesus in the face.

HEROD ANTI PAS ( CONT' D)
YOU RE NOTHI NG BUT A FRAUD. | M GHT
HAVE SAVED YOUR LIFE. ALL | WANTED
WAS A LITTLE TRICK. GET H'M OQUT OF
HERE. TAKE H M TO THE ROVAN GOVERNOR

The guards drag Jesus away.
EXT. COURTYARD OF THE TEMPLE -- LATER

Peter is still in the Tenple courtyard, trying not to be
seen. Suddenly, a TEMPLE SOLDI ER rushes up to him

TEMPLE SOLDI ER
HEY, THHS IS ONE OF THEM HE WAS
W TH JESUS.

Peter turns on him

PETER
LEAVE ME ALONE. | DON T KNOW VWHAT
YOU RE TALKI NG ABQOUT.

He tries to hurry away. But a group follows him

SERVANT G RL
HE'S DEFINITELY ONE OF THEM HE'S A
GALI LEAN JUST LI KE THAT TRI CKSTER

Peter begins yelling at them

PETER
BY ALL THAT'S HOLY, BY THE VERY THRONE
OF HEAVEN. | DON T KNOW THE MAN!
CURSE ME I F |'VE EVER LAI D EYES ON
H M

Peter rushes out the gate..
EXT. STREET NEAR TEMPLE -- CONTI NUOUS

...and into the street. As he does so, a rooster crows.
It's dawmn. A nob of soldiers passes, dragging Jesus with
them For one instant, Jesus |ooks into Peter's eyes.
Real i zi ng what's happened, Peter begins to sob.

I NT. HALL OF THE ROMAN GOVERNCR -- MORNI NG

In his cold, marble hall, Pilate, the Roman Governor, sits

on his judgnent seat. On the wall behind hi mhangs a huge,
gold nedallion. Engraved on it is the head of Caesar w eat hed
in laurel leaves. Entwined in the |leaves is a serpent.

Though the creature is engraved, it's eyes are real. They
stare mal evolently at Jesus, who stands with the nob in front
of Pilate. One of the priests speaks:
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PRI EST #4
My Lord, Pilate, this man has been
found guilty of breaking our |aws.
He's been inciting riots and is trying
to overthrow Caesar. He deserves to
die, but only you have the power to
execute him He clains to be the
King of the Jews.

Pl LATE

(sm rking)
Is that right? King of the Jews?
Well, what a mserable little kingdom
you have, 'your highness.'

(beat)
Now, tell me honestly, are you really
a king?

Wth great cal mess, Jesus |ooks into his eyes. The look is
unner vi ng.

JESUS
| am But ny Kingdomis not of this
wor | d.
Pilate stares at Hm
Pl LATE
Vll, your enemes are of this world.

They' re accusi ng you of insurrection
and terrorism Wat do you have to
say for yourself?

Jesus renmmins silent.

Pl LATE ( CONT' D)
Don't you know that | have the power
of life and death? One word and |
coul d have you crucified.

JESUS
(quietly)
The only power you have is what has
been given to you by ny Father in
Heaven.

Pilate's eyes grow wide. There is sonmething very disturbing
about this man.

EXT. ROVAN COURTYARD -- MORNI NG
The Roman courtyard is filled with people. Pilate stands

above them On one side of himis Jesus and on the other a
crimnal naned Bar abbas.
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Pl LATE
(speaking to the crowd)

AT THI S GREAT FESTI VAL OF THE
PASSOVER, AS A SIGN OF GOCD WLL, |
HAVE CHOSEN TO RELEASE A PRI SONER
WHO WLL IT BE? THE MJRDERER
BARABBAS, OR JESUS WHO CALLS HI MSELF
"KING OF THE JEWS?'

The crowd screans for "BARABBAS." Pilate raises his hands
for silence. A bow of water is in front of him

PI LATE ( CONT' D)
THEN, BARABBAS | T WLL BE. BUT,
LISTEN TO ME. |'M INNOCENT OF TH S
MAN' S BLOOD. LET IT BE ON ALL OF
YOU. | WASH MY HANDS OF IT.

As he washes his hands, he speaks to the soldiers:

Pl LATE ( CONT' D)
Take himaway to be crucified.

The crowd shrieks their approval.
| NT. BARRACKS OF THE ROVAN SOLDI ERS -- MORNI NG

Jesus is tied to a stake. One of the soldiers brings a crown
of thorns and presses it on H s head.

ROVAN SOLDI ER
Every king needs a crown. Here's
one for you.

The sol diers laugh as blood runs down H's face. Into the
roomstrides a gigantic man wth a | ong whi p.

CU THE MAN S BRUTAL FACE

There is the sound of the whip cracking. Then, visible only
i n shadows, Jesus is beaten

EXT. MAIN STREET I N JERUSALEM -- MORNI NG

A crowd is gathered. Jesus is being escorted to His death
He's covered with blood and is very weak. The heavy beam of
a cross is strapped to His shoulders. In front of H m and
behind H m are Roman guards. He staggers. Many wonen in
the crowd are weepi ng.

EXT. THE H LL OF EXECUTI ON -- DAY

The nost awful day in history. The Place of the Skull.
Three nen are being crucified. Two of them are thieves.
Jesus is between them He is |lifted up, nailed to a cross.
A sign above H s head reads: JESUS OF NAZARETH -- KING OF
THE JEWS. The other two nmen hang on crosses beside H m
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Jesus | ooks out over the crowd that has gathered. He sees
Hi s nother sobbing. Wth her is John, H's disciple, trying
to confort her. Nearby are many of H s wonen followers. |In
the crowd are hundreds of people that He has healed. There
is the man who was blind, the young woman who was goi ng to
be stoned, Mary and Martha and Lazarus and many nore. Al

of themare crying. They whisper to each other:

THE HEALED ONES
He heal ed ne. Because of Hm 1| can
wal k...l can see...He set me free.

Near the foot of the cross stands Zach. Tears run down his
cheeks as he | ooks up at Jesus. Beyond His followers Jesus
sees H's enemes, the priests and the soldiers. They jeer
at Hm

THE ENEM ES
SAVE YOURSELF, CGREAT KING  HE SAVED
OTHERS, BUT LOOK AT H M NOW

One of the thieves being crucified yells out:

TH EF #1
Hey, Jesus, if you're so powerful
save yourself and take us wth you.

Then, he laughs. But the other thief speaks up:

THI EF #2
SHUT UP! W're getting what we
deserve. But, this man is innocent.
(1 ooki ng at Jesus)
Jesus...renenber ne when you cone
into your Kingdom

Jesus turns toward him

JESUS
(very weak)
This day...you will be with Me...in
Par adi se.

At that nonment, there is a clap of thunder. Above them
horri bl e, black clouds are form ng.

EXT. CLIFF OQUTSI DE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM -- DAY

The storm cl ouds above the city are gigantic. Thunder is
crashing. Mnbling Iike a man possessed, Judas runs al ong

the edge of a precipice. In his hands is a |long rope. Com ng
to atree, he falls to the ground, noaning. The spirit of

the serpent is no longer in him



90.

JUDAS
(si ngi ng)
What have | done, what have | done
What have | done to ny Jesus?

Suddenly, from behind the tree, a frightening, black shadow
creeps out and tw sts along a branch.

SATAN, THE SERPENT
Judas. . . Juuudas. . .

JUDAS
VWho's that? Wio's there?

SATAN, THE SERPENT
It's me. You have succeeded
You' ve done your job so well
You have earned your thirty pieces
of silver
Now cone join nme in hel

Judas stares at the shadow face in horror. The serpent
slithers back and vani shes into the trunk.

JUDAS
What did | do, what did | do,
What did | do to ny Jesus?

He | ooks out over the city of Jerusalemcovered with its
dark cl ouds.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Way didn't Jesus use the spear or
swor d
To fight the Roman | egi ons
| woul d have fought beside him even
nor e
We coul d have ruled and ran these
regi ons

Below himin the valley, Roman chariots surrounded by soldiers
are clattering past.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Wiy wasn't | captain of chariots
A great revolutionary
| shoul d have been in Roman ar nor
Now, |'m Jesus' adversary

| sold ny soul for thirty pence
Where was ny heart, where was ny
sense

The Romans have left nme in the cold
And all that | had gained, | have
sol d



91.

He | ooks in another direction. Huddling fromthe storm

against the city walls are a band of beggars.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
| watched Jesus waste his precious
tinme

Bl essing the weak, the sick and poor
The weepi ng wi dows and beggi ng or phans

The blind and the insecure

| watched as others were quickly
heal ed

By Hi s tender, touching hand

VWiile | stood by silently, bitterly
He stood up and took a stand

| sold ny soul for thirty pence
Where was ny heart, where was ny
sense

The Romans have left nme in the cold
And all that | had gained, | have
sol d

He stares at the rope in his hands.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Jesus will die as the G eatest King
Wile | die atraitor
G eed and power and | ust becane ny
god
A fallen gl adiator

|'ve turned ny back on Jesus

My wi cked deed can't be undone
"Il take ny life for I amaguilty
Now there's nowhere left to run
Now there's nowhere left to run

He begins tying a noose in the rope.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
When He called us to follow H m
Prom sing a ki ngdom m ghty and vast
He said we'd win by forgiving sin
Build a kingdom that would | ast

I"'ma fallen man, Judas

| ve di pped my hands in bl ood

|"ma betrayer of ny closest friend
Dragged H s nane in the nud

Judas throws the rope over a |linb of the tree.
hangs down.

The noose
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EXT. THE H LL OF EXECUTI ON -- DAY

The crash of lightning. As Jesus hangs on the cross, he
| ooks up at the sky. He can see what is invisible to everyone

else. In the black clouds are thousands of hideous faces.
The Fallen Ones. The Spirits of Deep Evil. He hears a
roaring song comng closer and closer. |It's their song of
victory:

THE DEMONS

WE RULE, WE RULE

WE GO TO SATAN S SCHOCL

WE ARE THE DEMONS WHO ATTACK
WE' RE SATAN S SPECI AL ARMY PACK
WE' LL SEDUCE YOU AND

WE' LL THRI LL YQU

THEN, WE' LL ROB STEAL

AND KI LL YOU

WE RULE, WE RULE

WE' RE THE DEMONS ON PATROL
AND SATAN W LL YOUR HEARTS
HE WLL RULE YOUR SOUL

SATAN WLL RULE YOUR HEARTS
HE WLL RULE YOUR SOUL

The clouds swirl. The faces shriek and scream around Jesus
i ke dark, birds of prey. And, above themis the hideous
face of Satan. Filled with exultant joy, he cries out:

SATAN
ALL WHO DO EVIL BELONG TO ME. AND
YOU ARE COVERED WTH THE FI LTH OF
THE WORLD

The gigantic face rages toward Hm Jesus cries out:

JESUS
MYy GOD, My GOD, WHY HAVE YOUR FORSAKEN
VE?

The face of Satan screans into the stars:

SATAN
| RULE. | RULE. FOR | HAVE KILLED
THE SON OF GCD.

What the people around the cross see is the nost terrifying
stormin history filled with thunder and |ightning that never
stops. Jesus is in agony. His blood flows down the cross

to the ground. He struggles to breathe. He's grow ng weaker.
Suddenly, He lifts H's head and cries out:

JESUS
I T...1S...FI N SHED



93.

Instantly, there is a roar as though the heart of the universe
were breaking. The ground begins to shake. The peopl e scream
and fall to their knees.

EXT. PANOCRAM C VI EW OF JERUSALEM - - CONTI NUQUS

All the buildings in the city are shaking. The huge Tenple
i's nmoving back and forth.

I NT. HOLY OF HOLIES IN THE TEMPLE -- CONTI NUOUS

I nsi de the Tenple, hangs the great curtain that guards the
Holy of Holies. As the building shakes, suddenly, the curtain
is torn fromtop to bottom revealing the hidden place of

God.

EXT. CLIFF OQUTSI DE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM -- CONTI NUOUS

The body of Judas sw ngs back and forth fromthe rope on the
linb of the tree. As the earth shakes, the tree falls into
t he preci pice.

EXT. THE H LL OF EXECUTI ON -- CONTI NUOUS

On the cross, Jesus drops His head in death. Above H mthe
Forces of Darkness are screamng with joy. But, suddenly,
t hey freeze.

Up fromH s body rises the Burning Spirit of the King of
Heaven. Hi's hands are raised. H's face shines with power
and gl ory.

When the dark host sees HHmthey shriek. As thunder roars,
the Light from Jesus streaks outward. Satan screans as it
pierces his eyes. He and his hosts fly away. The Voice
fromthe Throne of Heaven cries out:

PERSON OF LI GHT (O. S.)
THE PRI CE FOR EVIL HAS BEEN PAI D!

Then, the Spirit of the Geatest King flies upward toward
the mghty throne of the Universe. The Light of God the
Father flows toward Hmfromthe Eternal Muntain. Angels
SHOUT with joy and singing.

THE SON IS HOVE!

As the thunder fades away, the human crowd around the cross
slowy rises fromthe ground. A Roman Centurion | ooks up at
Jesus' dead body.

ROVAN CENTURI ON
Surely, this was the Son of God.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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EXT. ROCKY HI LLSI DE -- AFTERNOON

A small group of nmen wends its way down a path. They're
carrying Jesus' body to be buried. Some H s wonen disciples
are with them Al of themare crying. A contingent of
Roman sol di ers wal ks behi nd.

EXT. JESUS' TOMWVB -- MOMENTS LATER

They reach a new tonb carved in the hillside with a huge,
round stone beside the entrance. Carefully, the nen take
t he body i nside.

I NT. JESUS' TOMWVB -- CONTI NUOUS

They wrap Jesus' body in a long shroud and lay it in a grotto.
Then, they wal k out.

EXT. JESUS' TOMB -- CONTI NUCUS

The large stone is rolled over the door. The Roman sol diers
seal it and take up positions to guard.

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. JESUS' TOVB -- N GHT

The rocky hillside is silent and dark. The Roman sol diers
are wal king their post in front of Jesus' tonb. Suddenly, a
strange |ight shines down around them They | ook up. To
their amazenent, soaring in the air is an ANCEL with eyes of
fire. Power flashes fromhim The soldiers drop to the
ground unconscious. There is a violent earthquake. The
angel points at the stone. Slowy, it rolls away...and there
is silence.

I NT. JESUS TOMWVB -- CONTI NUOUS

I nside the tonb, Jesus' body lies where it was laid, covered
with the shroud. Then, slowy, out of the darkness cones

the sound of a roaring wwnd. The cloth of the shroud becones
transparent. Jesus' body begins to glow with white-hot |ight.
It grows brighter and brighter.

EXT. JESUS' TOWVB -- CONTI NUQUS

Qutside the tonb, the light fromthe cave shines into the
night like a fire fromHeaven...until, finally, everything
is lost in its brightness.

FADE TO VWH TE
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FADE | N:
EXT. ROCKY HI LLSIDE -- MORNI NG

It's early in the norning on the third day. A group of Jesus
wonen followers wal ks toward H's tonb. They're carrying
bottles of spices. As they walk, they cry softly.

EXT. JESUS' TOMWVB -- MOMENTS LATER

When they arrive, the wonen find that the stone has been
roll ed away and the soldiers are gone. Suddenly, above the
entrance appears the angel who rolled the stone away. The
wonen are terrified. He speaks to them

ANGEL
Don't be afraid. You're |ooking for
Jesus who was crucified. He isn't
here. He's risen, just as He said
He would. Go inside and see where
He | ay.

I NT. JESUS TOMVB -- CONTI NUOUS

Amazed and frightened, the wonen enter the tonb. The shroud
lies enpty. They turn. The angel is standing behind them

ANCGEL
Now, go quickly and tell Hi s disciples
that He'll be with them very soon

The angel disappears. In shock, the wonen hurry out.

| NT. UPPER ROOM -- DAY

Al of Jesus' followers are gathered. Zach is anong them
Suddenly, they see a light glowing on the wall. It grows

brighter. Then, Jesus Hi nself wal ks straight through the
stone and joins them They're terrified. But, He is smling.

JESUS
Peace to all of you. Don't be afraid.
You think I"ma ghost. Well, I'm

not. Touch ne and see.

Slowy, fearfully, they touch Hm Last of all Peter
approaches. As he reaches out, Jesus takes his hand.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Do | feel like a ghost? Does a ghost
have fl esh and bones |like | have?
It's me. I'malive. Ddn't | tel
you this woul d happen? It was
written about in the Scriptures.

( MORE)
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JESUS (CONT' D)
The Messiah would suffer and die to
take away the sins of the
world...then, on the third day, He
woul d ri se.

He lifts Hs hands over them SlowWy, they drop to their
knees.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
|"m giving you one |ast command. o
into all the world and tell everyone
the Good News. Death is conquered.
Because | have died for the sins of
the worl d, anyone who wants it can
have life that never ends in ny
Ki ngdom What they nust do is turn
away fromsin and ask the forgiveness
of God in My Nane. Teach themto
obey everything |I've commanded. And
| will be with you always...to the
very end of the age.

EXT. HI LLSI DE NEAR JERUSALEM -- DAY

Hundr eds of Jesus' followers have gathered. He's standing
in the mddle of them Zach is close by. The little man's
face is filled with joy and wonder.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
After His resurrection, Jesus appeared
to over five hundred of H's followers
at different tinmes and in different
pl aces. He gave themthe wonderfu
nmessage that they were to tell the
world. After that, on a hill outside
of Jerusalem He said 'goodbye.'
But, He prom sed that soneday He
woul d return and bring H s Ki ngdom
to rule forever.

As H's foll owers watch, Jesus raises H s hands and bl esses
them Then, He begins to ascend into the sky. They hear
heavenly singing. As they stare upward, a bright cloud covers
Hm..and He is gone.

FADE QUT:
FADE | N:
EXT. EARTH AS SEEN FROM QUTER SPACE -- N GHT
The pearl of God's creation hangs in the darkness of the

universe. Atiny, golden fire is burning in the |and of
| srael .
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M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V.Q)
(si ngi ng)
From t he nonent Jesus rose
In people's hearts He lit a flane
He nade di sci ples of them al
They proclainmed H s Holy Nanme

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
and so it wll be...

EXT. SHORE ON THE SEA OF GALI LEE -- DAY

By the sea of Galil ee where Jesus taught, His followers both
men and wonen, kneel together in prayer. They carry travel
packs and staves. They rise and hug each other. Then, with
joyful faces they set out in different directions, traveling
two by two.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V.OQO.)
For the rest of their days
Di sci pl es spread good news
And t hough they were persecuted
They knew with God they'd never |ose

Tinme after tine, tinme after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tinme after tine,
And so it will be...

EXT. FOREST CLEARI NG -- DAY

An angry nob throws stones at two of the disciples. 1In the
mst-filled trees behind the crowd hangs the enraged face of
t he Serpent.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
They weren't afraid of dying
They knew t hat Jesus was alive
The fire of God's Light began to
spr ead
They knew God's nessage woul d survive

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...

EXT. EARTH AS SEEN FROM QUTER SPACE -- N GHT

The golden flame in Israel spreads outward into Asia and
Europe and Africa and India.
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M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
Passed down through the centuries
O God's forgiveness and eternal
life
And Jesus' com ng Ki ngdom
Wul d stop Satan's evil strife

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...

A MORPH NG MONTAGE BEGQ NS

Smling, joyful teenagers tell other teenagers about Jesus.
As the Good News flows from person to person, the dress of

t he young peopl e changes from Ronan robes to the cl othing of
many tribes and | ands -- the nedi eval dress of Europe, the
robes and turbans of Northern Africa, the heavy coats of

Eski nos, the grass skirts of the South Sea |slands, on down
to the nodern day...to kids with crazy hair and cut-off pants
and skate boards telling the Good News of the G eatest King.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. O.) (CONT' D)
Are you ready for God's nessage?
WIl you ask God to forgive your

si ns? _ _ _
As soon as you believe in Hm
An eternal |ife begins

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
and so it wll be...

EXT. TIMES SQUARE, MANHATTAN, PRESENT DAY -- N GHT

A huge crowd is gathered. Above themis a giant screen. On
it is the face of a man whose eyes are filled with power.

He i s speaking, but behind his face is the shadow outline of
t he Serpent.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
Satan will send a fal se Messiah
And pretend that he is king
But Jesus wll return again
And victory He will bring

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...

Suddenly, there is a roar of thunder. The crowd in Tines
Square | ooks up. A giant bolt of lightning | arger than any
ever seen flashes across the sky. There is the sound of a
m ghty trunpet.
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In the huge crowd, sone of the people vanish away.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
In a single nmonent all who believe
WIIl rise quickly up to Hm
For a short tinme Satan will be in
control
And things will ook so grim

Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...
Tinme after tine, tine after tine,
And so it will be...

EXT. THE UNI VERSE -- NI GHT

The darkness of the universe. The horizon of the earth from
outer space. There is a great SHOUT. |In the darkness appears
the arny of heaven. Angels w thout nunber. And | eading
themin a cloud of fire is Jesus the King. Wth Hmare
untold mllions of Hs followers. He SHOUTS in VICTCRY...and
Hi s peopl e ANSVER wi th a ROAR

Bel ow them the sky of the earth is |like a black caul dron.

It boils with evil, scream ng faces. |In this hideous,
supernatural ocean thrashes the gigantic Serpent. He withes
in terror. Jesus points at himand cries out:

JESUS
SATAN, YOU ARE DESTROYED. | NTO THE
LAKE OF FI RE FOREVER

Beneath Satan and his hosts appears a raging sea of fiery
waves. Wth the shriek of ten mllion voices, the Ancient
Serpent and his kingdomare cast into it. Flames roar upward
into the universe. Then, they vanish and all is dark once
nor e.

M CHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL (V. Q)
But at that tine God will create
A holy city that will bl oom
And Jesus will cone down from Heaven
And wll bless this new Jerusal em

EXT. THE UNI VERSE -- NI GHT

In the darkness, descending fromthe stars appears a gol den
city, sparkling like a jewel, flowng with rainbows. A song
is heard, mllions of voices singing wwth total joy.

THE M LLI ONS OF JESUS' KI NGDOM
Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord
Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord
The G eatest King has risen
( MORE)
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THE M LLIONS OF JESUS' KI NGDOM ( CONT' D)
Fromthe earth up to the sky
Freed us fromthis earthly prison
Gave His life for you and |

Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord

Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord

Conquering the sting of death
He has risen fromthe grave
Opened gates of Paradise

To all those He woul d save

Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord

Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord

EXT. | SRAEL FROM MOUNT HERMON -- DAY

Down fromthe sky over |Israel descends the Eternal Gty of
the Universe. |It's acconpanied by mllions of fiery angels,
| ed by Jesus the Conquering King.

THE M LLI ONS OF JESUS' KI NGDOM
You'l |l hear angels singing glory
' Cause the G eatest King has cone
All around the sound of trunpets
And t he poundi ng of the drum

Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord

Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord

Poets, princes, paupers, Kkings

All with breath will shout and praise
H m

All creatures great and smal

Join in harnmony to raise Hm

As the City gets closer and closer to earth, the whole world
is made new in its rainbow |light. Trees blossom Flowers
spring up in the fields. The colors of nature becone
ravishing. At the edge of a forest, a lion and a | anb stand
wat chi ng toget her.

THE M LLI ONS OF JESUS' Kl NGDOM ( CONT' D)
Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord
Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord

Son of God wll conme again
( MORE)
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THE M LLI ONS OF JESUS KI NGDOM ( CONT' D)
On a white and wondrous stallion
Thousand angel s by his side
A glorious battalion

Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord

Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord

The King's the victor

Wth His eternal m ght

A new heaven and new earth
For all children of the Light

Revel ation, revelation, rejoice the
risen Lord

Cel ebration, jubilation, lift your
voice up to the Lord

EXT. THE QA TY OF GOD ON EARTH-- DAY

In a new world ablaze with color and light, the Gty of God
sits on a nountain. |Its streets are filled with singing
throngs. The teenagers with all their different kinds of

cl othes, Jesus' followers fromH s life on earth: the nen
and wonen di sciples, Mary Hi s nother, Joseph, John, the
Bapti zer, Zach, Esther, the little girl, the young woman who
was kept from being stoned to death, the blind man Jesus
heal ed, Mary and Martha and Lazarus. All of themare there.

And above themall, on the rainbow Throne of Heaven that has
cone to earth, is the One who is the Source of all Light.

He lifts his arns. Light streans fromH m He [aughs with
joy. Hi s people SHOUT AND CHEER. .

FOR JESUS, THE MESSI AH. . .

THE GREATEST KI NG

FADE TO BLACK:
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	28	INT. STABLE CAVE -- MOMENTS LATER
	29	INT. HEROD'S THRONE ROOM -- NIGHT
	30	EXT. FIELD NEAR STABLE CAVE -- NIGHT
	31	INT. STABLE CAVE -- MOMENTS LATER
	32	INT. HEROD'S CASTLE -- NIGHT
	33	INT. CASTLE HALLWAY -- NIGHT
	34	EXT. CASTLE COURTYARD -- NIGHT
	35	INT. HEROD'S THRONE ROOM -- NIGHT
	36	EXT. JUDEAN COUNTRYSIDE -- NIGHT
	37	INT. HEROD'S THRONE ROOM -- NIGHT
	38	EXT. BETHLEHEM -- NIGHT
	39	EXT. CASTLE TOWER -- NIGHT
	40	EXT. JUDEAN WILDERNESS -- NIGHT
	41	EXT. NAZARETH -- DAY
	42	INT. JOSEPH'S CARPENTER SHOP -- DAY
	43	EXT. REAR OF CARPENTER SHOP -- CONTINUOUS
	44	EXT. FRONT OF CARPENTER SHOP -- MOMENTS LATER
	45	EXT. JERUSALEM -- DAY
	46	EXT. TEMPLE COURTYARD -- DAY
	47	INT. SMALLER, TEMPLE COURT -- DAY
	48	INT. JOSEPH'S CARPENTER SHOP -- DAY
	49	EXT. STREET IN FRONT OF CARPENTER SHOP -- CONTINUOUS
	50	EXT. ROAD OUTSIDE OF NAZARETH -- DAY
	51	EXT. CASTLE OF HEROD ANTIPAS -- NIGHT
	52	INT. THE KING'S BEDROOM -- NIGHT
	53	EXT. OPEN HALLWAY -- MOMENTS LATER
	54	INT. THRONE ROOM OF HEROD ANTIPAS -- LATER
	55	EXT. RIVER JORDAN -- DAY
	56	EXT. WILDERNESS OF THE NEGEV -- DAY
	57	EXT. PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE -- DAY
	58	EXT. TALLEST MOUNTAIN ON EARTH -- DAY
	59	EXT. WILDERNESS OF THE NEGEV -- DAY
	60	EXT. RIVER JORDAN -- DAY
	61	EXT. CANA OF GALILEE -- NIGHT
	62	EXT. A TOWN IN GALILEE -- DAY
	63	EXT. SHORE ON THE SEA OF GALILEE -- CONTINUOUS
	64	EXT. BOAT ON SEA OF GALILEE -- MOMENTS LATER
	65	EXT. SHORE ON THE SEA OF GALILEE -- MOMENTS LATER
	66	EXT. RIVER JORDAN -- EVENING
	67	EXT. CASTLE OF HEROD ANTIPAS -- NIGHT
	68	INT. THRONE ROOM OF HEROD ANTIPAS -- NIGHT
	69	EXT. A HILL IN GALILEE -- NIGHT
	70	EXT. A HILL IN GALILEE -- MORNING
	71	EXT. A HILL IN GALILEE -- LATER
	72	INT. A JEWISH HOME -- DAY
	73	EXT. A HILL IN GALILEE -- CONTINUOUS
	74	INT. INN -- NIGHT
	75	EXT. PIG FARM -- DAY
	76	EXT. PIG STY -- DAY
	77	EXT. A HILL IN GALILEE -- CONTINUOUS
	78	EXT. A JEWISH HOME -- DAY
	79	INT. A JEWISH HOME -- DAY
	80	EXT. A HILL IN GALILEE -- CONTINUOUS
	81	EXT. A FISHING BOAT ON THE SEA OF GALILEE -- NIGHT
	82	EXT. ROAD OUTSIDE VILLAGE OF BETHANY -- DAY
	83	EXT. HOME IN BETHANY -- LATER
	84	INT. LAZARUS' BEDROOM -- CONTINUOUS
	85	EXT. FOREST PATH NEAR MT. HERMON -- DAY
	86	EXT. NEAR SUMMIT OF MT. HERMON -- LATER
	87	EXT. ROAD THROUGH GALILEE -- DAY
	88	EXT. DARK, FORBIDDING FOREST -- DAY
	89	EXT. MAIN ROAD IN GALILEE -- DAY
	90	EXT. JERUSALEM -- NIGHT
	91	INT. COURT OF THE CHIEF PRIEST -- NIGHT
	92	EXT. HILLS OUTSIDE OF JERUSALEM -- MORNING
	93	EXT. PLACE OF THE TOMBS -- LATER
	94	INT. BURIAL CAVE -- CONTINUOUS
	95	EXT. BURIAL CAVE -- MOMENTS LATER
	96	EXT. MAIN GATE OF JERUSALEM -- DAY
	97	EXT. MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE TEMPLE -- DAY
	98	EXT. TEMPLE OUTER COURT -- MOMENTS LATER
	99	EXT. MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE TEMPLE -- LATER
	100	EXT. DARK SKY -- NIGHT
	101	EXT. STREET LEADING FROM THE TEMPLE -- CONTINUOUS
	102	INT. COURT OF THE CHIEF PRIEST -- LATER
	103	EXT. JERUSALEM STREET -- DAY
	104	INT. ZACH'S HOUSE -- LATER
	105	EXT. HEROD'S CASTLE -- NIGHT
	106	INT. HEROD'S THRONE ROOM -- NIGHT
	107	EXT. CASTLE OF HEROD ANTIPAS -- NIGHT
	108	INT. UPPER ROOM -- NIGHT
	109	EXT. BACK STREET IN JERUSALEM -- NIGHT
	110	EXT. COURTYARD OF THE TEMPLE -- NIGHT
	111	EXT. PATH OUTSIDE CITY WALLS -- LATER
	112	EXT. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE -- LATER
	113	EXT. JERUSALEM STREET -- NIGHT
	114	EXT. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE -- NIGHT
	115	EXT. EDGE OF GETHSEMANE -- NIGHT
	116	EXT. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE -- NIGHT
	117	EXT. OUTER COURT OF THE TEMPLE -- NIGHT
	118	INT. COURT OF THE CHIEF PRIEST -- NIGHT
	119	EXT. STREET NEAR TEMPLE -- NIGHT
	120	INT. HEROD'S THRONE ROOM -- LATER
	121	EXT. COURTYARD OF THE TEMPLE -- LATER
	122	EXT. STREET NEAR TEMPLE -- CONTINUOUS
	123	INT. HALL OF THE ROMAN GOVERNOR -- MORNING
	124	EXT. ROMAN COURTYARD -- MORNING
	125	INT. BARRACKS OF THE ROMAN SOLDIERS -- MORNING
	126	EXT. MAIN STREET IN JERUSALEM -- MORNING
	127	EXT. THE HILL OF EXECUTION -- DAY
	128	EXT. CLIFF OUTSIDE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM -- DAY
	129	EXT. THE HILL OF EXECUTION -- DAY
	130	EXT. PANORAMIC VIEW OF JERUSALEM -- CONTINUOUS
	131	INT. HOLY OF HOLIES IN THE TEMPLE -- CONTINUOUS
	132	EXT. CLIFF OUTSIDE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM -- CONTINUOUS
	133	EXT. THE HILL OF EXECUTION -- CONTINUOUS
	134	EXT. ROCKY HILLSIDE -- AFTERNOON
	135	EXT. JESUS' TOMB -- MOMENTS LATER
	136	INT. JESUS' TOMB -- CONTINUOUS
	137	EXT. JESUS' TOMB -- CONTINUOUS
	138	EXT. JESUS' TOMB -- NIGHT
	139	INT. JESUS' TOMB -- CONTINUOUS
	140	EXT. JESUS' TOMB -- CONTINUOUS
	141	EXT. ROCKY HILLSIDE -- MORNING
	142	EXT. JESUS' TOMB -- MOMENTS LATER
	143	INT. JESUS' TOMB -- CONTINUOUS
	144	INT. UPPER ROOM -- DAY
	145	EXT. HILLSIDE NEAR JERUSALEM -- DAY
	146	EXT. EARTH AS SEEN FROM OUTER SPACE -- NIGHT
	147	EXT. SHORE ON THE SEA OF GALILEE -- DAY
	148	EXT. FOREST CLEARING -- DAY
	149	EXT. EARTH AS SEEN FROM OUTER SPACE -- NIGHT
	150	EXT. TIMES SQUARE, MANHATTAN, PRESENT DAY -- NIGHT
	151	EXT. THE UNIVERSE -- NIGHT
	152	EXT. THE UNIVERSE -- NIGHT
	153	EXT. ISRAEL FROM MOUNT HERMON -- DAY
	154	EXT. THE CITY OF GOD ON EARTH-- DAY

